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As we closed out 2015, the museum committee had completed a very exhausting year with several 

major events such as the Liberation of the Netherlands, the Royal Kingdom of the Netherlands visit to 

Sussex and the museum, and later in the year, the Lest We Forget tribute dinner in Moncton which 

created several thousand hours of volunteer work to meet the requirements of the LWF planners. 

Hoping that the pace would slow down a bit we decided to upgrade the museums conference room and 

conference facilities. New chairs, computer, overhead projector, flat bed printer, conference call 

access, and video screens were purchased thanks to a generous donation and some very hard work 

raising funds at the summer parking venues. By end Jan 2016 all were in place and operationally ready 

for use by the community, the museum committee, and the Association.  

Projects 

Two projects funded by the Province of New Brunswick allowed the museum to clear our back log 

of newly donated artefacts, which were accessioned, photographed and preserved. To close out this 

Heritage Branch project, the artefacts were then uploaded digitally to the national Virtual Museum 

in Ottawa. The second project was sponsored by the Council of Archives New Brunswick, and the 

funding from CANB provided the museum with the resources to scan numerous photographs and 

complete the basic description for over 100 individual donor’s files, and preserve both documents 

and photographs in the museums archives. To date we are nearing 10,000 scanned and preserved 

photographs which we then store on backups held both on site and off site. This backup program 

was attained as the result of our support to the Canadian Heritage Information Network (CHIN) in 

Ottawa that used our museum’s program as a test platform in 2015 to provide all small museums in 

Canada with digital management plans based on our work. 
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Annual General Meeting 

 

AGM - NB Museum, Saint John, NB 

On 06 Feb 16, the Museum held its AGM in Saint John with a professional tour of the NB Museum, 

luncheon and AGM with election of officers for 2106. The board members for 2016 are Scovil 

Brown and Borden McLellan – Hampton, Diane Lutes – Moncton, Gary Bowser and Darrell Zinck 

– CFB Gagetown, Mary Jane McEwen and Darren Spicer – Sussex, and Gunney Stairs – Moncton. 

Treasurer Carol Carr – Sussex, Secretary Gail McKinnon – Hampton, Vice chair – Steve Wilson – 

Hampton and Chair Tom McLaughlan rounds out the committee. The museum also has a dedicated 

group of volunteers to call on to support the day to day events and activities. They include Harvey 

McLeod and Don Robinson – Hampton, Greg Carr and Cathy Spicer – Sussex, Gina Kaupp and 

Wayne Fogarty – Moncton. Perry Fullum provides liaison between the museum Committee and the 

Association.  

Regimental Recruits get their first exposure to the Regimental history.  

On Saturday, 12 March, 2016 the new recruits on their BMQ course visited the museum for a first 

hand look at the regimental memorabilia displayed there and to receive a full history of the 

Regiment briefing from the museum volunteers. For many of the recruits, this was the first time 

they could experience the full history of the Regiment they were hoping to join as qualified soldiers. 
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Shannex Parkland Outreach Program 

 

            Some of the Artefacts.                                       Tom, Diane and Perry 

In April the museum presented an outreach program at the Shannex Parkland Residence in 

Riverview, NB. Twenty-four residents of the Assisted-living home attended and Tom 

McLaughlan, Perry Fullum and Diane Lutes provided a display of Dutch wartime artifacts with a 

digital presentation on the last 60 days of the war in Europe. Not surprising, two residents 

identified themselves, one who was married to a WW II Hussar veteran and one whose father 

was G3 Sgt Mugford who signed up on day one of the WW II call-up with the Hussars. Another 

visitor informed us that one of the 8th Hussar Sqns was supporting her brothers company of Cape 

Breton Highlanders in the attack on 01 May 45 to liberate Delfzijl when he was killed. His 

company was pinned down in the open and a troop of Hussar tanks attacked across the open 

fields to try to save them. This was a troop led by Lt Upham who would later be recognized with 

a Mentioned in Dispatches. Those of us who participated in this event were certainly amazed and 

delighted to be able to respond to these residents. 

  71st Liberation of the Netherlands Celebrations 

 

Regimental Flag – Eelde            The Original 8th Club, 1945         Town of Sussex Flag - Eelde    
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The Sussex Town Hall Ceremony – 05 May 2016 

On 05 May 16, the museum committee, members of the Town of Sussex Council and members 

of the Regiment met in front of the Sussex Town Hall and participated in the raising of the 

Tynarloo (Eelde) flag and the Regimental flag. A similar event was held in Tynarloo at the same 

time with the Town of Sussex flag and the Regiments flags being raised there. This is an agreed 

upon event which will continue to commemorate the end of WW II and the message received by 

the 8th Hussar to cease operations at 0800 hrs on 05 May 1945. 

Opening of the Museum 2016 

Following the event at the Town Hall, participants moved down the street to the museum and 

enjoyed a warming coffee and upon the arrival of Mrs Dunfield’s class from the Sussex 

Elementary school, the museum was officially opened for the season. A detailed history lesson 

was provided by Harvey McLeod on the 1916 version of the WW I trench display and following 

the tour, the students took part in a scavenger hunt for artefacts to test their knowledge and 

retention of historical facts. We would like to thank the Town of Sussex Mayor, Marc Thorne 

and our MLA, Bruce Northrup for their active support during these two events. 

 

Mayor Marc Thorne and MLA Bruce Northrup assist the Sergeant Major for the day in 

cutting the ribbon and two visitors try out the heavy woolen uniforms and steel helmets. 
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Harvey’s History Lessons on WW I Battle of the Mount Sorrell 

Moncton Highland Games 

Again this year, the museum provided an outreach program to support the Moncton Highland 

Games. Under sunny skies, we moved into the Moncton venue and set up an abbreviated history 

of the 8th Hussars in a single tent venue. We also were joined by Bill and Lisa Hebb and Mike 

Baxter with their fabulous historical military vehicle collections which impresses every visitor as 

they actually experience first hand these restored vintage vehicles. We sincerely thank them for 

joining us again this year in promoting Canada’s military heritage. Eighty visitors, young and 

old, came through this display in one day. 
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Spring Visitation Program 

During May and June, we are very busy with our spring visitation program which this year has 

been very gratifying with 14 school classes, one Cadet Corp and one veterans group visiting the 

museum. Our visitation numbers for the months of May and June now number just over 500 

visitors, a great start to this year’s tourist season. Updates will follow on the museum webpage 

and our museum blog as they occur. 

Upcoming Events  

We will now move into tourist season and our focus will be on our visitors during the summer 

months, as well as our two very important fund raising events, the August Flea Market parking 

venue and the September Balloon Fiesta. These two events provide the majority of our 

operational funds for the museum and our ongoing commitment to provide funds for the cadet 

corps of the region who wear the 8th Hussar hat badge. They are events which demand long 

hours of work and lots of pre-planning and set up that meets the standards at the Sussex 

armouries. We gratefully accept every one who has time to volunteer even a few hours a day to 

help park the cars. Some days we will park over 1500 cars starting at 0700 hrs and lasting until 

2100 hrs. This is very strenuous for the older museum volunteers who range from 60 to 75 years 

of age. 

Summer staffing 

We are very pleased to announce that the museum was successful this year in obtaining 3 

university students to work the summer months at the museum. Two are returning students and 1 

will be newly trained this year. The students come to us from three government funded 

programs; one from Young Canada Works, one from SEED, and one from Human Resources 

Development. We are very gratefully to our local representatives for their support in obtaining 

these student employees. 

Contact us   Email: hussarssussex@nb.aibn.com 

Webpage: http://www.8chassociation.com/museum.html  

Telephone: 506 433-5226 

Mail: 8th Hussars Museum, 66 Broad St, Unit 3, Sussex, NB E4E 5S2 

mailto:hussarssussex@nb.aibn.com
http://www.8chassociation.com/museum.html

