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       ince the last edition of the 
Sabretache I have had the 
pleasure of attending two 
Hussar related events.  The first 
was the annual Association 
meeting which was held in 
Sussex in mid-September and a 
mixed officers' dining-in held in 
Kingston later in the month. In 
my view both events were great 
successes. 
  I was particularly moved by the 
Association meeting.    It was 
skilfully organized and extremely 
well managed by the Chairman, 

Tom McLaughlin and his 
assistant Shirley LaMontagne.   
What struck me as special was 
the "Hussar spirit" in the room 

representing more than 70 years 
of Regimental life.  The stories, 
personalities and friendships 
were there.  Those of us from 
"away" should try to experience 
it while we can.  Consider 
coming to the next annual 
meeting.  You won't be 
disappointed. 
 
In closing, may I offer my best 
wishes to all Hussars and their 
families for the festive season. 
 
Ted 

____________________________________________________________________________________________

ASSOCIATION PRESIDENT’S 
MESSAGE 

�
        nce again our annual 
Reunion and AGM have come 
and gone. Certainly this year 
has been a busy 12 months for 
the Association Executive and 
the chairs of the various 
committees. I would be remiss 
if I did not express my thanks to 
many of the members who have 
contributed so much over the 
past year in time and effort to 
keep the Association alive and 
flourishing.  
Brenda Coleman and Shirley 
LaMontagne are the key 
personnel keeping the 
administration of the 
Association up to date and 
functioning appropriately. This 
support includes preparing, 
printing and distributing the 

Sabretache, webpage updates, 
preparing and mailing all 
condolences, best wishes and 
other administrative details, 
implementing and controlling 
the 50-50 Raffle and the day to 
day operations of the 
Association. Without this type 
of support and the hundreds of 
hours they provide to us, the 
Association would be hard 
pressed to operate. I am sure 
most you are not aware of the 
amount of time spent annually 
just preparing and submitting 
legal documentation to various 
government agencies to 
maintain our status as a non-
profit organization. We owe 
them both a huge debt of 
gratitude. 

Jim Brown, Everett Lavoie and 
Kim Nelson provide me with 

sober second thoughts on many 
issues including finances, 
programs, and association 
activities and their advice and 
counsel is greatly appreciated. 

I would like to thank the 
outgoing Directors, Eugene 
Stairs, Debbie Craig and Mike 
Blanchet for their support and 
advice. Again it was greatly 
appreciated. Also just a word of 
advice, don’t go far, next year 
brings many changes.  

For the incoming Directors, 
Mac Robinson, Don Bourque 
and Casey Van Den Heuvel - sit 
down, roll up your sleeves and 
wait for it. I’ve got lots for you 
to do. 

I would be remiss if I did not 
mention the next two 
individuals, Borden McLellan 

 

 ���� �������� ������	��
��	���
��������	��
��	���
��������	��
��	���
��������	��
��	���
��� ���

Remarks by the HCol (Retired)  ER Nurse, CD 

 

S 

O 

 



 

 2 

and Frank Smith. Borden 
McLellan has been one of the 
leading members of the 
Association involved in the day 
to day operations of the 
museum. Along with Scovil 
Brown, Past President, Sandra 
Muir-Russell, Diane Lutes and 
Gary Bowser, he has established 
and solidified the Regimental 
Museum. He contributes at least 
20 hours per week to the 
museum at his own expense and 
time. His report on the museum 
is included in this issue of the 
Sabretache and the activity 
being carried out there will 
amaze you. On top of all of this 
Borden found time to be the 
Bursary Chairperson for the last 
five years and has faced a 
number of challenges in that 
capacity both in time and 
workload to ensure timely 
assessment and distribution of 
the annual bursary program. 
Frank Smith, a member of the 
Board of Directors, has been 
instrumental in supporting 
Shirley and I to ensure that we 
are kept aware and up to date on 
the lives of our many members 
spread around the world. His 
timely information and updates 
has allowed us to better respond 
with condolences, or best 
wishes to the many Hussar 
families in when the need is 
there. Without Frank’s 
information we would be hard 
pressed to continue this practice 
unless the family specifically 
contacted us in the time of need. 

I would ask each and every one 
of you at some point in time 
when you are in contact with 
any of these folks to say a quick 
thank you to them for such great 
support to your Association. 

My next thanks goes to the 
Commanding Officer of the 
Regiment, LCol Paul Nielsen 
and the Regimental 2IC, Major 
John Trape. This years AGM 
would not have been possible 
without the support of the 
Regiment and LCol Nielsen 
personally made sure nothing 
was left out or missed including 
bringing the Hon Col down to 
the AGM and Reunion. The 
soldiers of the Regiment were 
tasked to help and their support 
was nothing short of excellent. 
Names are too numerous to 
mention at this time. In addition 
to his support for the 
Association AGM, LCol 
Nielsen also supported our two 
fund raising events this summer 
when the Association conducted 
a car parking venue at the 
armouries to raise funds for the 
Bursary, the Museum and 
especially for our affiliated 
cadet corps. These were very 
successful events not 
withstanding the arrival of 
hurricane Ivan who rolled 
through on the final day of the 
Sussex Balloon fiesta. He is also 
instrumental in providing badly 
needed storage space for the 
museum at RHQ in Moncton. 
That storage site and the access 
provided to us in invaluable in 
maintaining the current status of 
the museum. Major Trape and I 
have an opportunity to meet bi-
weekly and so his coordination 
efforts go a long way in 
smoothing the process for many 
issues. 

And finally to the Hon Col, Col 
Ted Nurse a sincere thank you 
for your support to the AGM 
and also for your kind invitation 
to join the many Hussars at the 

Kingston Ladies Dining-In. It 
was a grand evening enjoyed by 
all. A truly Hussar evening! 

To be brief, I have not 
mentioned the various activities 
and programs we conducted on 
behalf of the Association this 
past year. Those complete 
details will be saved for the 
spring issue of the Sabretache. 
In short they will include the 
limited success of our 50/50 
raffle, the re-investment of 
funds with the final amount to 
be determined, the 
establishment and separation of 
the 175th funds from the general 
funds of the Association, 
updates to the constitution and 
bylaws and the growth of our 
membership which has started 
to climb in a reasonable manner. 
However, if any member wishes 
earlier information and/or 
updated info, please do not 
hesitate to contact me directly 
and I will do my best to get 
timely and accurate information 
out to you. 

Tom McLaughlan 
Association President 
Regi Patrieaque Fidelis 
 
Pictures Taken at the AGM & 
Reunion 

 



 

 3 

 
 
HLCol (R) CFA Graham presents a history of 
“The Advance Party to the Italian Campaign” to 
Borden McLellan, Curator of the 8th Hussar 
Museum

                                                                    AGM KEYNOTE ADDRESS  

The keynote speaker at the AGM this year was Major (Padre) Malcolm 
Berry. Padre Berry was formerly the Regimental Padre for many years 
and currently serves as the Combat Training Center Senior Padre. His 
address included his experiences in Afghanistan both inside and outside 
the wire and enlightened the audience on the roles that padres in todays 
conflicts are call upon to deliver to their soldiers. We sincerely appreciate 
Padre Berry's time and efforts to provide us with this keynote address. 
Interestingly enough, it was also disclosed that Padre Berry is the Great 
Grand Nephew of LCol John Saunders, the Regiments Commanding 
Officer in its developing years. 

          
 

COMMANDING OFFICER’S MESSAGE 
Lieutenant Colonel Paul R Nielsen 

 

COMMANDING OFFICER COIN 

Each year all soldiers must have their 
basic soldiering skills verified.  Years ago, this 
training was called “Annual Refresher 
Training”.  Today the Army has a more formal 
name and deliberate approach to this annual 
training called “Individual Battle Task Standard 
(IBTS)”.  IBTS covers nearly 20 separate basic 
soldiering skills that must be confirmed 
annually.  For a Regular Force Unit this is 

relatively easy to accomplish.  However, for a 
Reserve Unit the task is quite difficult.   

The Hussars are allocated only six days 
of Class A pay to do this training.  The expected 
standard is to have 90 percent of the Regimental 
strength trained IBTS.  This is no easy feat.  The 
major challenge is scheduling enough IBTS 
training annually in order for soldiers to plan 
this training into their busy schedules.  Even 
with plenty of training opportunities planned, 

 

 
Major (Padre) Malcolm Berry 
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soldiers still have a choice whether or not to 
attend. 

  This year I introduced two items to 
help soldiers plan their busy schedules and 
receive credit for achieving IBTS; the soldier 
card and the Commanding Officer Coin.  The 
former is a pocket size card, which soldiers use 
to track their individual IBTS progress.  When 
training is planned, the operation order states 
which IBTS item will be trained thereby 
allowing a soldier to check his/her card and 
determine if the training is critical to achieve a 

completed card.  The latter is the reward a 
soldier will receive when they have successfully 
achieved every item of IBTS. 

It is my intent to have soldiers present 
their completed soldiers card on three occasions 
to receive their coin; on the Commanding 
Officer parade in October each year, the 
Christmas Dinner in December, and the 
Regimental Birthday Parade in April.  So far I 
have only presented one coin to Tpr Poirier A.R.  
However, I will have a pocket full at the 
Regimental Christmas Dinner on 13 December.

 

 

  CO’s Coin  Pte Poirier is the first recipient of the CO’s coin     
 
    

FROM THE DESK OF THE RSM 

  Summer was over before we knew it.  It 
was very busy and many soldiers were 
trained right from SQ courses to DP 4 
courses.  We sent many instructors to teach 
on a variety of courses who did an 
outstanding job by all reports.  However, 
there is no time for a break.  With new tasks 
coming all the time, the Regiment is tied up 
to a breaking point, but do to the 
outstanding effort of our soldiers we 
manage to get the job done on time and at a 
level near perfect.       It is an exciting time 

to be a reservist.  As the Regiment moves 
forward, we need to recruit more and more 
soldiers to keep up with all of the new tasks.  
So to keep us strong in the future beat the 
streets and tells others how exciting the 8th 
Canadian Hussars are. 

   I would like to wish all members of the 
Regiment and their families a safe and 
happy holiday season. 

 

CWO SL Jones, CD1 
 

REGIMENTAL MUSEUM 
REPORT 

           e had another 
successful summer at the 8th 
Hussars Regimental 

Museum. Attendance of 1457 
visitors (Jan to 31 Aug) was 
an 8% increase over last year.  

This year’s three summer 
students proved to be 

particularly keen and helpful. 
One focused on updating and 
improving the display cases 
while another catalogued 
Artifacts and Archival 
materials, temporarily held at 

w 

 



 

 5 

the museum, for movement 
to permanent storage at 
Regimental Headquarters. 
Their work has greatly 
improved our displays and 
organization.      

Our project, “The History of 
Camp Sussex – One Hundred 
Years of Service”, was 
submitted to the Canadian 
Heritage Information 
Network in late May. After 
final editing it will be loaded 
to the Virtual Museum’s 
website and available for all 
to see. This project was done 
with input from keen history 
students, and a teacher, at 
Sussex Regional High 
School. Financial assistance 
was provided by New 
Brunswick Heritage Branch 
and Canadian Heritage 
Information Network in 
Ottawa. 

Funding continues to be a 
challenge. Tom and I are 
frequently preparing 
applications for various small 
government grants, and then 
submitting the usual After 
Action Reports accounting 
for the funds. This time-
consuming process seriously 
detracts from our main 
objective, which is 
Accessioning, caring for and 
preparing interesting displays 
of 8th Hussars items which 
we hold.  

This year the Museum has 
had a successful year in fund 
raising and has secured 
several Provincial and 
Federal government grants to 
manage specific programs 
and projects. Numerous 
donations have been received 
and the museum has been 

able to operate marginally in 
the black. 

It should be noted that the 
Museum has not cost the 
Association any money for 
the last three years. In fact for 
each the last two years we 
have donated $1000 from our 
fundraising to cover the cost 
of one Association Bursary. 

Our two major fund raising 
activities of the year are 
vehicle parking on the 
Armouries property the 
weekends of the Sussex Flea 
Market and the Balloon 
Fiesta. This is done in 
cooperation with 8th Hussars 
Army Cadet Corps. and 
Parent Associations.  

Discussions with the Town of 
Sussex and Agricultural 
Museum on proposed new 
buildings for both museums 
are ongoing.  Tom and I 
represent the 8th Hussars 
Museum at these discussions 
and progress is being made. 
We are presently at the stage 
of Request for Proposals to 
go out to interested 
consultants, and the funding 
of this proposal. Our 
Memorandum of 
Understanding for the use of 
the Train Station has been 
extended for another five 
years to 2014.  

We appreciate the support we 
are receiving from the 
Regiment’s Commanding 
Officer, Lt. Col. Nielsen. in 
providing the Museum with 
storage space at RHQ. 

Borden McLellan 

 

BURSARY REPORT 

        ursary applications            
       closed 30 April 2008 
with an additional week 
provided for mail delivery, 
with eight applications being 
received. The selection 
process was completed 30 
May 2008 by Scovil Brown 
and Borden McLellan. We 
were unable to wait for the 
third person on the committee 
due to his training 
commitments in CFB 
Gagetown. 
The successful candidates 
were: Matthew Benson, from 
Moncton, a member of the 
Regiment serving in “A” 
Squadron. He is a Paid up 
member of the Association 
and will attend Carleton 
Univ. Ottawa, in the Bachelor 
of Arts Honours program; 
and Erin Gates, from 
Hampton, NB the 
granddaughter of Lt. Col. 
R.S. (Bob) McLeod 
(deceased). Erin is presently 
attending Dalhousie Univ. 
Halifax, in the Bachelor of 
Science in Kinesiology 
program. Both candidates are 
exceptionally well qualified. 
President, Tom McLaughlan, 
was able to attend the 
Moncton High School 
graduation ceremonies to 
read the citation and present 
the Bursary to Matthew. This 
is the first time this has ever 
been done at Moncton High 
School, and they were very 
appreciative of the 
presentation and the Bursary. 
I have indicated to President 
Tom that it is time to select a 
new Chairman of the Bursary 
Committee. 

Borden McLellan 

B 



 

 6 

BURSARY 
APPLICATION 

    s noted in the two previous              
Sabretaches, applications for 
the two (2) $1000 Hussars 
Association Bursaries close 
on 30 April 2009. The 
selection process will be 
completed by the end of May, 
in time for their 
announcement at High 
School graduations (if the 
winners are High School 
graduates).   

Bursary winners will be 
contacted directly by the 

Bursary Chairman, once the 
selections have been made. 
All applicants will receive a 
response letter from the 
Bursary Committee. 
Unsuccessful candidates are 
eligible to apply another year, 
providing they will still be 
attending a post-secondary 
educational institution. 

It is worth noting that money 
for these nationally available 
Bursaries is raised in New 
Brunswick through fund 
raising by veterans, former 
members and volunteers of 
the Association. The average 

age of our World War II 
veterans is 85 and our Korean 
veterans 75 years old. We 
who are working at this need 
the financial and volunteer 
support of all who read the 
Sabretache, and those who 
expect to receive Bursaries. 

With apologies to JFK, “Ask 
not what the Association can 
do for you but rather, ask 
what you can do for the 
Association”. 

         Borden McLellan

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Camp Sussex, A Century of Service to Canada  
Official Opening, 11 Nov 08 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This project was undertaken in cooperation with the Town of Sussex, Sussex High School History 
Class and the Board of the Regimental Museum and covered the development and establishment of 
Camp Sussex from 1783 until the present day. 
The project focused on the roles played by primarily 4 local units including the 8th Hussars, the NB 
Rangers, and the 1st and 2nd Battalions of the Royal New Brunswick Regiment and their 
predecessors. An effort was also made to illustrate the unique happenings at the Camp during it history 
as well as a number of human stories related to training in the Camp. 
 
The project is now available on the web and can be viewed at the following address: 
www.virtualmuseum.ca. Complete details for accessing the program are also available on the 
Association Website. 

The Regimental Museum conducted the official 
opening of the Canadian Heritage Information 
Network (CHIN) projected titled "Camp Sussex, 
A Century of Service to Canada" on 
Remembrance Day at the newly renovated 
Legion Branch in Sussex, NB. On hand to cut 
the official ribbon was His Worship Mayor Ralph 
Carr.  The officiating party also included Frank 
Gaunce, a life long member of the Regiment 
who started training in the Camp in 1934 as a 
cavalry trooper, Mr Ervin Ellis, President of the 
Legion, Mayor Carr, Hon Bruce Northrup, MLA 
and son of RSM Clifford Northrup, 8th Hussar 
RSM during and after World War II and Bill 
Gamblin, son of LCol Harold Gamblin, the 
Regiments first WW II CO.  
 

A 
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July 26, 2008 
 
Dear Sir, 
  I would like to thank you and the association 
for selecting me as the recipient for this year’s 
Regimental Bursary.  It was an honour to have it 
presented personally at my high school 
graduation ceremony.  My training is continuing 
this summer at Base Gagetown and I anticipate 
an opportunity for more training in Yellowknife 
early in August. 
  Please find enclosed my letter for enrolment to 
Carleton University in Ottawa where I will be 
continuing my studies this fall.  If you need any 
more information please do not hesitate to 
contact me.  Again, thank you for this award and 
thanks to all of the Association members for 
their work in maintaining regimental support 
activities. 
 
Regi Patriaeque Fidelis 
Tpr Matthew J. Benson 
 

 
 

June 29, 2008 
 
Dear Mr. McLellan, 
  I am writing to you to express my sincerest 
gratitude for having been selected as a recipient 
of one of the Association of the 8th Canadian 
Hussars (Princess Louise’s) 2008 bursaries.  I 
was taught about the regiment and the story of 
Princess Louise by my grandfather, a lifetime 
member of the 8th Canadian Hussars (Princess 
Louise’s), Lt Col R.S. McLeod.  I am very 
honoured to have been eligible to apply for such 
an esteemed award and I know my grandfather 
would be very proud. 
  As I continue my studies at Dalhousie 
University as a second year student in the 
Bachelor of Science in Kinesiology program 
such financial assistance is very helpful.  Once 
again, I would like to express my gratitude to 
you and the members of the Association for your 
generosity. 
 
Sincerely, 
Erin Gates

 
  

Congratulations to Mary and Gordon Bickerton on their 65th wedding anniversary. 
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The attached photo was taken on June 16, 1968, at C amp Sussex, New Brunswick. 
Lieutenant Colonel Rice passed away earlier this ye ar. (Retired) Lieutenant Colonel 
Goodine now lives in Ottawa.  

 

LAST POST 

*The Association's list of fallen comrades is far from being complete. Information is posted as 
received. If anyone knows of a member of the Regimental family who has passed away or is sick, 
please contact a member of the executive. 

Jocelyne Carmichael 

    May 18, 2008 - Moncton, New Brunswick 

Gerald Neil Ewing 
            June 04, 2008 - Windsor, Nova Scotia  

Capt James L Jones 
            August 15, 2008 - Livonia, MI  

 Robert Brown 
            August 20, 2008  

Charlie Provan 

2006 -  Kingston Ontario 

Ghislain Tremblay 
  Nov 26, 2008 - Europe 
 
Major James IS Reid, CD 
   Nov 25, 2008 – Ottawa Ontario 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We would like to thank the following members who made a donation to the association or 
museum.  It is through their generosity that we are able to maintain an active association. 
Please note that this list does not include the many donors of artifacts to the museum which 
is too long to include in this Sabretache. 
John Losier                    Joseph Dubeck                Ron Ewing          Tom McLaughlan                    

 Hon Joseph Day           Everett Lavoie                  Ted Nurse            Mathew Benson 

Neil Crosby                    Abby Richard                   Phil Moffett 
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CONGRATULATIONS to Darrell Bush who 
was the big winner of the 50/50 draw 
held at the AGM, and Mr Karol Galas  
who won the early bird prize. We would 
also like to thank everyone who sold 
or bought tickets in support of the 
association’s fundraising efforts. 
 
 

The cut off for articles for the next issue of the 
Sabretache will be 15 April 09.  This should give 
everyone plenty of time to write their articles.  
Articles can be forwarded to: 

Brenda Coleman 

19 Pine Grove Dr 

Burton, NB 

E2V 4J2 

Or by Email: 

sabretache@rogers.com 

 
 
Kit Shop Information :  
Catalogue for kit shop items is on the 
Web Site: 8chassociation.com  
Daytime enquiries/Cash counter sales: 
contact MCpl A LeBlanc or WO P Fullum 
(506) 860-5500 ext 5166 
If you have a computer then they would 
like you to send the request to:  
Cormier.j@forces.gc.ca or 
fullum.po@forces.gc.ca  
Address: RHQ, PO Box 6100 Stn LCD 1  
Moncton, NB E1C 9L4 
 
 

 

REGIMENTAL CURLING BONSPIEL 

  The Regimental Curling Bonspiel will be 
held on the 07 Feb 09 at the Sussex Golf 
and Curling Club.   

  It will kick off Friday evening at the Sussex 
Armouries with a meet and greet, at which 
time we will draw the ice times.  We will 
throw the first rock at 0800 hrs Saturday 
morning, curl all day and finish off with a 
BBQ supper at the Armouries.  The cost 
will be $80.00 per team, and must be 
registered by the 29th of Jan 09. 

Anyone wishing to enter a team can 
contact the Armouries at 432-1040 (lve 
msg), or Sgt Brenda Coleman @ 471-2374.  

"The Association’s Pipes and 
Drums wishes to thank those 
who've donated DEU jackets 
for the band's winter dress.  
We've begun the next stage of 
this project by getting them 
altered for wear with kilts.  
We'll continue to gladly 
accept donated jackets.  We 
also will gladly accept 
donations of current-issue 
DEU V-neck sweaters.  These 
are especially welcome on 
Remembrance Day, when we 
parade outdoors.  Donations 
may be picked up at your 
convenience.  Simply write to 
8hussar@gmail.com ." 

CHANGE OF ADDRESS 

In the past, several newsletters have been returned 
to the secretary due to wrong addresses or postal 
codes. Similarly e-mail is often not delivered due to 
changes in personal e-mail accounts.  Please be 
sure to advise the committee of any changes to 
your mailing address or email address, when 
changes occur. Your assistance in this regard would 
be truly appreciated. Thanks! 
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8 CH Association Web Page: www.8chassociation.com 


