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The Regiment is going through a very bad 

time.  We all loved it when we were stationed in 
Germany during the Cold War.  It was great to 
be an 8th Hussar.  The regular regiment went 
away with the Cold War.  It was fun while it 
lasted. 
     The original Regiment in Moncton and area 
has also gone through a series of reorganizations 
over a period of years that will soon reduce it to 
125 Class “A” soldiers, a RHQ and a single 
squadron.  This evolution has been very stressful 
for all concerned, both 8th Hussars and former 8th 
Hussars. 

     What happened?  Who allowed this to 
happen? What can be done about it? 

     Before I answer these questions, I feel I 
should put some perspective on the problem.  
The Regiment has been in existence for over 162 
years.  It has suffered many highs and lows.  
There were times when the Commanding Officer 
would have leaped at the offer to have 125 paid 
reservists.  We have fallen from the halcyon days 
of the “Cold War” and for those of us with those 
memories, the journey has been painful to 
observe.  The offer of only 125 positions seems 
insulting if we feel some sort of entitlement.  But 
we do not have an entitlement.  Things change. 

     What we do have is a sense of service and 

 that has not changed.  The Director of Armour 
and the Colonel Commandant are aware of our 
situation and if they could influence our fate, I 
am sure they would have done so by now. 

     So what happened?  The role of the Regiment 
has changed as it has many times before.  The 
Government of Canada allowed this to happen 
because the resources were needed in other 
places.  Nothing can be done in the short term.  
Serious reservations were voiced by many 
regarding the need for and wisdom of this 
change and were duly noted.  But that is all. 

      The Regiment has not fallen from grace.  The 
customs and traditions of the Regiment are still 
well respected. Our role, although diminished, is 
still a vital part of the plan for Domestic 
operations in New Brunswick and Canada.  (In a 
companion piece to this note, the Commanding 
Officer will indicate how he intends to carry out 
his direction from his commander, Comd37Bde.) 

     The Regiment still needs our support, 
nourishment and respect…perhaps more than at 
any period in its lifetime.  This is not the time to 
abandon it and “go off in a huff” because we do 
not like this change.  It is the time to put our 
egos aside.  We must ask what can be done for 
the Regiment and how can we help it through 
this gut wrenching reorganization.   

     In the end, that is what true 8th Canadian 
Hussars (Princess Louise’s) will do.

COMMANDING OFFICER’S MESSAGE 
By Lieutenant Colonel Paul R Nielsen 

        reeting from Moncton  

   A year ago I was advised that the Regt would 
lose a mission element. (IE one squadron of 90 
position) to a new unit in 37 CBG called 37 
Canadian Engineer Regiment (CER) by 31 Mar 
11.  This loss would happen in two phases; Phase 
1 on 31 Sep 09 with the loss of 40 positions, and 
Phase 2 on 31 Mar 11 with the loss of the final 
50 positions.  The end state would have the Regt 
at a total "position" strength of 125 from just 
over 200 positions a year ago.  It is important to 

note that these are positions and not personnel.  
The Area and Brigade Commander have assured 
me that no one will lose their jobs.  While this 
has been true, I still have a finite number of 
positions to jockey names through in order to 
manage careers and prepare selected Hussars for 
succession to more senior appointments within 
the Regt.  Currently the Regt has a parade 
strength of 175 and therefore the career 
management of Hussars through 125 positions is 
a bit challenging.  With this in mind, I could no 
longer afford to allow personnel to use any Regt 
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positions to work outside the Regt.  So just prior 
to Christmas last year I started the process of 
posting those Hussars who were employed 
outside the Regt to their employing Units.  While 
painful, I needed to free up positions.  The 
impact on the Regt is that these fine soldiers will 
likely not return to the Regt and, if they do in a 
few years, there probably will not be a position 
for them.  The Regt will become a true Class A 
unit with all Hussars on posted strength either at 
school, home or working downtown.   

   When I initially received the direction that the 
Regt would lose a squadron I decided that the 
Regt organization could remain the same with an 
A and B Sqn.  I discussed this with HCol Nurse 
and at the time it made sense.  However with the 
upcoming Change of Comd and the challenges 
the RSM and I are having managing careers with 
a finite number of positions it was prudent to set 
the Regt up for future and not burden the new 
CO with something that will take a year for the 
Regt to grow into.  Plus I need to leave the Regt 
in good shape for my successor.  Therefore on 1 
Apr 10 the Regt will only have one recce sqn 
split between Sussex and Moncton, a HQ Troop 
and RHQ both located in Moncton.   
See the Regt organization below: 

 

   The Sqn will be called D Sqn (I wanted a fresh 
start) and its first OC and SSM will be Capt 
Justin Muir and WO Scott Holmwood 
respectively.  In Moncton and Sussex, a Sqn 2IC 
has been appointed to handle activities.  The 
Capts are: in Moncton, Capt Andy Royer and in 
Sussex, Capt Steve Jones.  These organizational 
changes, for the most part, are completely 
transparent to the troops.   Hussars who parade in 
either Moncton or Sussex on Thurs nights 
continue to do so and for all exercises the troops 
gather in Sussex; which we have been doing 
since I took command.     

   As I indicated early, it will take some time to 
grow into this new organization but I am 
confident that this is the path to success.  The 
Regiment will continue to prosper and provide 
superb service to Canada as it has done for the 
past 162 years.  

   On a final note the Regt Change of Command 
will take place on 2 October in Moncton.  The 
2IC and RSM are working out the details in 
concert with HCol Nurse.  More to follow. 

Thanks and have a great summer   

PR Nielsen CO 

 

                               

ASSOCIATION PRESIDENT’S 
MESSAGE 

     t seems like I sat down to pen 
the Fall Sabretache Report only a 
few weeks ago, but the winter has 
flown and we are now eagerly 
looking forward to a busy summer 
at the museum, a couple of 
weekends of frantic work parking 
cars to raise funds for our cadet 
corps, a bursary and our museum 
and of course our fall AGM. 

     The Executive has met on a 
number of occasions over the 
winter and the winter Board of 
Directors meeting was held at the 
Sussex Armouries in mid Jan. The 
focus of these meetings was to set 

the dates and the agendas for the 
fall Annual General Meeting and 
Reunion and the number of 
activities and events associated with 
that event, scheduled for 17/18 Sep 
2010 in Sussex. Details of the event 
are appended to this edition. We 
had hoped to coordinate the event 
with the upcoming change of 
command but that was no possible 
given a number of constraints. 

     The museum has been busily 
engaged in artefact and archive 
programs which have enhanced the 
museum ability to garner national 
attention through Archives Canada 
and the Virtual Museum of Canada. 
Many thanks go out to the 

volunteers, who gather weekly, to 
work there. 

     We have just completed the 
fiscal audit of the Association 
accounts through Wood, Loughery 
and Associates, and again thanks to 
the volunteers who manage these 
accounts we have received an 
excellent audit report. Details of 
this audit report are tabled annually 
at the fall AGM.   

     A number of events are coming 
up and I urge all Hussars to 
participate where possible. The 
Radley Walters Chapter will be 
holding their annual event in 
Petawawa on 05 Jun, the annual 
golf tournament is scheduled for 23 
July at the Smiths Falls Golf and 
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Country Club, and the Centurian 
Club will hold their annual 
gathering in Oromocto in Sept. 
Please make every effort to attend 
these events to make the efforts of 
the volunteer workers worthwhile. 

In closing I want to thank each 
member of the Executive and the 
Board of Directors for their efforts, 
advice, and support in making this 
Association a better and more 
viable organization each year. 

Regi Patriaeque Fidelis 

Tom Mclaughlan 

Association President

FROM THE DESK OF THE RSM  

Once again, it is a privilege 
to be able to address the association. 
I first would like to acknowledge 
and welcome our new Regimental 
Padre, Capt VanBuskirk to the 
Regimental Family, he will be off 
on his basic Padre Officer course in 
May and I wish him success and a 
swift return as I am looking forward 
to working with him in the coming 
years. 

The second issue I wish to 
address is the current transition of 
the Regt to the one mission element.  
First, let's talk about accepting 
change. People will resist change. 
Organization and families have to 
be willing to adapt to changes in 
order to be successful, we have to 
accept the fact that everything 
around us changes. Change seems to 
be the only permanent thing on 
earth. Change will sweep through 
our life, as needed, to take us where 
we're going. Unfortunately change 
can and does cause individuals and 
organizations to have irrational fears 

and many are left with a false sense 
of abandonment and betrayal. 

To all Hussars regardless if 
you are serving inside or outside the 
unit and to all association members, 
I should not have to remind you that 
this Regiment has never been about 
how large or small we are, nor is it 
about the amount or type of 
vehicles, equipment or buildings we 
have. It is and always will be about 
the living breathing people with 
their unique individualities and 
personalities who are the very fabric 
of this Regiment. It does not matter 
the length service one has in the 
Regiment, once a Hussar, you are 
always a Hussar, and you are in 
irrevocably bonded to this Regiment 
for life.  

It is my sincere belief that 
this Regiment will continue to serve 
in any capacity and size our leaders 
determine it to be and when the time 
come to step forward to increase, we 
will do so, as we have done in the 

past. I see this transition as a 
positive opportunity, as it will allow 
us to implement changes internally 
for the betterment of the Regiment. 
The Regiment has just celebrated 
our 162 birthday, we have served 
our nation consistently and loyally 
over this time, as we will continue 
to do until armies are no longer 
required. All I ask of you is provide 
us with your moral support as the 
CO guides us through this 
transition. 

In closing, I would be 
remiss if I did not ask you to give 
your prayers and wishes to Capt 
King, who is currently in the Sudan 
and to WO Deveaux, Sgt 
Macdonald and Cpl Benson who are 
on their way or are in the Afghan 
theatre. May they have a successful 
tour and we look forward to their 
safe return.  

Regi Patriaeque Fidelis 

E.G. Stairs 

Chief Warrant Officer 

REGIMENTAL MUSEUM 
REPORT 

             uring the winter months the 8th 
Hussars Museum is closed but never 
quiet. This past winter thanks to a grant 
from the Council of Archives New 
Brunswick we were able to hire a full 
time employee for 12 weeks to start an 
archives program which focused on 
collecting, cataloguing and filing all of 
the loose documents and pamphlets 
accumulated by the Regiment since its 
inception. Currently our oldest 
catalogued document is a small book of 
botany inscribed to the mother of LCol 
John Saunders on 25 Dec 1848, the 
year the Regiment was formed. We are 
anticipating some earlier documents to 
be archived in the coming months. This 
program was a very successful venture 

and our employee April McLeod, was 
ably assisted by several volunteers, 
notably Mary Jane McEwen, Carol 
Carr, Diane Lutes and Harvey McLeod. 
The results were input to a nationally 
recognized database and will be 
available on the internet through the 
council of Archives. 

     Our intention is to apply for a 
second phase of funding this fiscal year 
and we will do a similar project with 
our many pictures and lithographs. 

     Our volunteer board has grown 
considerably in both size and 
experience during this year. We have 
welcomed Harvey McLeod, Don 
Robertson, Darrell Zinck and Mary 
Jane McEwen to the board and each of 
them brought considerable skills to the 
table to supplement our previous 

members. We are very grateful for their 
input and efforts being added to the 
long time gang, who include Scovil 
Brown, Borden McLellan, Diane Lutes, 
Tom Mclaughlan, Carol Carr, and 
Laura Carr. 

     Currently we have standing 
applications out to a number of 
summer student programs to hire 
summer staff for the museum and we 
fervently hope that we are able to hire 
the same or similar staff as last year, 
who were a group of very dedicated 
students and they produced excellent 
work and public relations for the 
museum. 

     Over the past year a large number 
of artefacts have been donated to the 
museum. This list is simply too long 
to produce for the newsletter and the 
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donors are numerous. To each of 
them we extend our thanks for their 
support. To assist us in storing these 
items, the Commanding Officer of 
the Regiment has kindly donated a 
second storage area at RHQ and this 
generosity has gone a long ways to 
supporting the day to day operations 
of the museum. Without this support 
we would be hard pressed to 
maintain our current status.     
Numerous donations of funds have 
been received to support the 
operation of the museum, and we 

will be acknowledging those people 
by a donor plaque which will be 
prominently displayed at the 
museum.  

     Donors of both funds and/or 
artefacts are essential to the 
continuity and the continued success 
of the museum. We thank each and 
everyone for their support, and 
would urge anyone who has articles 
or documents that might have 
military historical value to contact us 
and make arrangements for their 
donation to the museum. 

The long term plan for the museum 
is to locate to a permanent site on the 
old camp grounds. The town 
committee has engaged Enterprise 
Fundy to lobby on the behalf of the 
Hussars and the Agricultural 
museum, to seek funding support 
from a number of government 
agencies.  This type of activity is 
ongoing and updates will be 
provided through each museum 
report tabled in the Sabretache. 

Borden McLellan  

Museum Curator 

   
Association 8th Canadian Hussar Pipes & Drums 

 

Currently the band is focusing on practise, 
learning new tunes & strengthening old. We have 
renewed our Atlantic Canada Pipe Band Association 
Membership & are working toward the upcoming 
Highland Games Competition season. 

In November 2009 we had several Pipe & 
Drum corps changes. We are welcoming into the 
respective lead roles, new Pipe Major Jason 
MacLeod. Jason was previously Pipe Sgt, & Theresa 
Cormier as new Drum Sgt, formerly, Drum Cpl. We 
would like to thank Mike Morrison & Major Don 
Bourque who previously held those positions, & 
through their hard work & efforts, have helped bring 
the band musically to where it is today.  

The band has remained very busy & active 
through the colder, indoor fall ‘09 & winter ‘10 
seasons. December saw the band perform for the 
Regiments Christmas Dinner. The band also held our 
2nd annual Veterans Hospital mini concert. In 
addition to the Highland Pipes the band was joined 
by members with mini pipes & highland dancers. The 
veterans really enjoyed this & their organiser 
informed me it was talked about through the entire 
holiday season.  

 In January the band performed at 2 separate 
evening Robbie Burns Dinners, as well as leading in 

the ceremonies, by piping in & carrying in & 
addressing the Haggis. 

 In February while the world watched the 
devastating events in Haiti, the band joined the 
Moncton RCMP Pipe Band for a combined 
performance at a local Haiti relief Concert, in which 
all money raised went directly to help those in need.  
Also in February the band played for Moncton 
Wildcats organisers & 5575 fans, for their ‘Support 
the Troops Night’. It was a wonderful opening game 
ceremony honouring the Soldiers. We proudly piped 
the Colour Guard on & off the ice surface to center 
ice. 

March saw the band invited to the Riverview 
Arts Center for an Irish Society St. Patrick’s Day 
concert. The band was the opening  act & with the 
help of a ’wee mist’ lone piper & band reveal from 
behind a closed curtain playing Highland Cathedral, 
we were a show hit. 

Our 1st new kilt order is in place & is 
expected to arrive, early summer. 

As seen in the pictures DEU donations are 
still accepted & put to good use.   As always the band 
is eager to accept new members, so if you’d like to 
try the Pipes, Drums or just volunteer in some way, 
please contact us. 

CHEERS 
Robert Whitton 
President / Pipe Cpl 
Contact; 
Scotlandwhitton@rogers.com 
506-383-5849 
 Moncton. NB 
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MANY THANKS TO A FRIEND & MENTOR 

The Outgoing HLCol Jack D Trueman 

From WO Roland J Doucette 8CH(PL) 

For the last several years I have always been tasked in some way to the BMQ & SQ courses.  As daunting as these tasks 
are, depending on Regimental teamwork, it was always a comfort how HLCol Jack Trueman made himself visible, 
quietly observing, but quick with an encouraging grin.  At the end of every course, I would ask the Col to please 
address the graduating students just before they boarded the bus to Gagetown.  He never refused.  The students were 
given a few inspiring words, then piped onto the bus to the tune of ‘Bonnie Dundee’, as their parents proudly waved 
them on.  This was tradition.  The Col was very active in other events too, as the above photos will show, but I will 
remember his patience and kindness towards us all. 

“Thanks for the tradition Sir” 

 

 

HLCol Jack Trueman addresses WO Roland Doucette 
02 July 2007  

 

HLCol Jack Trueman addresses the BMQ grads in 
Moncton before they are piped onto the bus for CFB 
Gagetown by Piper Margaret Doucette 02 July 2007 

 

HLCol Jack D Trueman & WO Roland J Doucette are 
presented with the Ceremonial Box donated by Kent 

DC in Moncton 23 Feb 2007 

 

(Left) HLCol Jack Trueman & LCol Paul Neilson at 
the Repatriation Service of Miss Gladys Winifred 

Fowler 15 Nov 2009 
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8CH REGIMENTAL OFFICERS DINNER IN 
KABUL  

Each year in early Dec the Regiment celebrates 
with a Soldiers Christmas Dinner. On 12 Dec 2009 this 
tradition continued with the dinner taking place at the 
Beausejour Curling Club.  

 Concurrent with this dinner celebration, there was 
another 8CH dinner taking place half way around the 
world. This Regimental Officers Dinner took place at 
Camp Eggers in Kabul, Afghanistan. The dinner was 
organized by M Gen Ward and brought together former 
and current serving Hussar Officers who were 
deployed in Kabul. 

 A table was reserved in one of the camp dining 
facilities and the place setting was complete with a 
menu, place names, a place mat with a listing of the 
Regimental Battle Honours and fine plastic cutlery.  

The invited guests included MGen Michael Ward, 
BGen Steve Bowes, LCol Steven Kelsey, LCol Tom 
Duke, LCol Scott Craft and Capt Wayne Fogarty.  

The appetizer was bean and bacon soup. This was 
followed by an entrée of roast beef with steamed rice, 
succotash and mixed vegetables. There were a variety 
of desserts and the most popular appeared to be the 
Haagen-Dazs ice cream sandwich bars. The drinks 
included tea, coffee, milk or a soda. As the dinner did 
take place at Camp Eggers, the serving routine was to 
join the serving line as one would at any mess. Once 
we had our meal, then it was off to our table.   

The atmosphere was very relaxed and made more 
complete with the addition of a Regimental flag, 
compliments of LCol Craft. It was like a family dinner, 
without the usual family squabbles, and provided an 
excellent opportunity for all to become reacquainted 
and to revisit some of the more light hearted moments 
of the past. It was also a chance to forget about the 
stresses of the job and the fact that we were in Kabul.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

STANDBY, GO! 

 In September 2009 I managed to find myself 
at the Canadian Forces Land Advanced Warfare Center 
in Trenton, and more specifically, the Canadian 
Parachute Center. I was here to attend the Basic 
Parachutist course (Basic Para).   I am not going to lie, 
I was nervous! Really nervous, I didn’t know what to 
expect, especially once people found out I was the only 
armoured guy on the course! I told everyone that I was 
singlehandedly bringing back the Assault Troop.  

 We started our first day by getting up at 0430 
to conduct the Pre-Para Physical Test. We were all 
nervously confident as we had all passed it before we 
showed up for the course. The test includes 7 Chin-ups, 
31 Sit ups, and a 1 Mile run in under 7 ½ Minutes. So 
it was nothing unexpected. Most of us passed it, 
however there were a few unlucky ones who were sent 
home after an unsuccessful second attempt.   

 The first week of training had us up every 
morning for some fast runs, push ups, and 5th point of 
Flight procedure (an uncomfortable abdominal and leg 
exercise).  We covered classes on Aircraft Drills, 
Flight, Landings, and Equipment. For the majority of 

the training day we were wearing our tight and 
uncomfortable Training Harnesses and helmets. And, 
wherever we moved in the hanger where we did all our 
training, we had to run. It was interesting! 

 The next week we were to test our mettle on 
the Mock Tower for the first three days. This is a 32 
foot tall tower that you jump out of to practice our 
aircraft exits.  Jumping out of this and being hooked up 
to a bungee jumping/zip line contraption took a little 
bit of getting used to. We had to complete a certain 
amount of acceptable exits in order to continue on with 
the course. We lost a few guys this very way. The rest 
of the week we were in classes and preparing for our 
final testing which was on Friday. 3 guys went home 
this week.  

 The last and final week was Jump Week or as 
called at the school “J-Stage”. We were up at 0430 
again and nervously waiting over in the Hanger for 
530. Everyone was excited and nervous. I was in 1 
Section, so that meant that we were the first to go. We 
got kitted up, checked, checked again; and the next 
thing we know, we are walking out to the plane, a 
plane that we would not be landing in.  

 
L to R:  Capt Wayne Fogarty , LCol Tom Duke, LCol Steven Kelsey, 
MGen Michael Ward, BGen Steve Bowes, and LCol Scott Craft.  
 

 

L to R: LCol Craft, LCol Holder 
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 The Atmosphere in the plane was intoxicating 
with excitement, and anxiety. The Jump Masters were 
getting us all pumped up. The plane we were jumping 
from was a CASA 212, so we jumped right off the 
back ramp. After a short flight from Trenton to drop 
zone Hodgson, that ramp opened up, the oncoming 
events felt more real. We stood up, hooked our static 
lines up, and did check after check, all on the 
commands of our Jump Master. Next words were 
“STAND BY!” so we knew that we were soon to be 
jumping out. And then “GO!!!”  As you’re standing in 
the back of the plane for the mere seconds, which, felt 
like hours, as you are walking to the edge of the ramp, 
take that hop........and Airborne!  

 It was the most incredible feeling in the world 
and an overpowering adrenaline rush. My first thoughts 
were, “did my parachute open?” and yes it did. After 
completing my drills I had a few seconds to soak in the 
view.  Everything was so calm and quiet while floating 
down. Then before I knew it, I was plummeting 
towards the ground like a lawn dart. I was told a guy 
my size with all my kit dropped at 20 – 22 feet per 
second. Getting the landing down properly is what 
makes you, or literally breaks you. I hit the ground 
with an ungodly smash, did my roll, and laid there for a 
second to come down from my high. (Also to check 
and make sure I was ok and didn’t leave a souvenir in 
my pants…. I was good to go!).  Next I packed up my 
chute and then ran the 800 meters off the DZ.  

 The rest of the week had us jumping with 
more kit, and then we also did our night jump. I found 

this one somewhat scary at first because when you 
come out of the plane, it is pitch black and the next 
thing you know, you are surprised as you hit the 
ground again.   

 Finally at the end of the week, we had 
successfully completed our 5 jumps and it was time for 
us to get our very hard earned wings. Wings Parade 
had us formed up in the hanger and then we are 
presented our wings by our Section Commander. It was 
a very proud moment after a lot of hard work.  

 It was finally time to leave and I left this 
course with an incredible sense of pride and 
accomplishment. Especially knowing that it has been a 
long time since a Hussar was on this course.    ------ 
Sgt. Dave Folkins  

 

 
 

YOU WHAT !!!! 
By Mike Charrier 

 
It was a dark and stormy night!  Correction. It 

was an overcast, moonless, autumn evening in 
the training area of Camp Gagetown.  I was 
leading my four tanks back at the end of a long, 
very bad day, when it went from bad to worse.  
Reporting to my squadron commander over the 
wireless, I said “Hello two, I have just run over ... 
static, snap, crackle, pop ...” “You what? ...”.  He 
replied in a rather loud, questioning exclamation. 
 It was a year before the regiment was to be 
shipped out to Germany on a NATO posting and 
our squadron was in the field working on our 
tactical manoeuvres. That morning my tank troop 
was leading the squadron in an attack across an 
open field against a hypothetical enemy dug in on 
the tree line across the way.  As the morning light 

improved and the mist dissipated, I mentioned to 
my leader that this was not tank country.  The 
field had been a stand of mature trees which had 
recently been cut down and recycled.  The 
stumps still stood 18 or more inches above the 

 

 

ground.  I cautioned the major, that if we tried to 
‘crash’ across that field, our tracks would be 
thrown before we were half way.  Note the use of 
the word crash. My leader’s favourite expression 
and motto was “Crash on Irregardless (sic)”.  
Think of it as a minefield, said he.  Concealing my 
concern about taking tanks into a minefield or 
across stumps, I saluted smartly and went to face 
my troopers who would not be keen on this 
pointlessly risky exercise.  With some 
considerable dread, I ordered the first Centurion 
forward. Predictably a track was thrown 20 yards 
past the start line.  The second tank fared no 
better.  My squadron commander agreed that 
enough was enough and he took his sub-unit off 
to better terrain and left me to sort out my 
problem. 

 Putting tracks back on a tank is a back 
breaking, dirty and lengthy task.  The tank 
recovery team is better equipped to do the job, 
but they were back in the main camp, a dozen or 
more miles away, and probably not even at 
breakfast yet.  It would be good troop training, and 
most of us probably had not done this kind of 
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repair under field conditions.  So, somewhat 
naively, we decided to take it on. We hitched the 
two good tanks together to pull out one of the 
incapacitated ones. Oops, first you have to break 
the thrown track, which is all tangled up in the 
stumps.  Next, drag out the tank and track to level 
ground.  After that line up the two ton track with 
the vehicle, back it on gently.  Then re-assemble 
it.  It was mid-afternoon when we finally tightened 
the track into place. One down and one to go. At 
this point my troopers were too proud with the 
thrill of accomplishment to call for assistance and 
we decided to complete the second repair on our 
own.  Our commander paid us a quick visit, 
praised our work and left equally quickly.  The 
second repair took almost as long and had to be 
completed with the assistance of lights; the early 
autumn darkness overtaking us. 

 In the dark of night I proudly reported to my 
leader that my troop has completed the repairs 
and was awaiting his orders.  By now the major 
has hunkered down for the night and said “Two, 
move to grid reference xxx xxx and join the 
squadron harbour there. Take up the rear position 
in the square”.  A quick check of the map revealed 
that a few miles, probably 30 minutes driving lay 
between us and daily maintenance, refuelling, 
supper and rest. But it was not to be. 
 
 Occasionally one gets a premonition that 
something untoward lurks ahead and that evasive 
action is needed. The Centurion tank had two 
nightlights one above the other, down low in the 
centre of the vehicle.  They were not headlights 
as on a car, but rather wartime black out lights 
which were hooded from overflying aircraft and 
only shone a few metres ahead of the driver.  
However, the British tank was equipped with a 
seldom used searchlight which could be hand 
held or mounted on top of the vehicle. My 
premonition had encouraged me to not only 
mount the searchlight as I led my troop down the 
very dark country road, but to take the light from 
one of my other vehicles to double the 
illumination. 
 Here I must pause momentarily to explain the 
Camp Gagetown environment where we were 
operating.  The area of New Brunswick which had 
been requisitioned by the government as a 
military training area was a former Loyalist colony 
which did not have very productive soil.  The 
reluctant land holders were bought out; however, 
some of them drifted back from time to time, 
particularly during hunting season.  The training 
area was out of bounds for reason of public 
safety, a regulation which was more strictly 

enforced while exercises were underway.  All 
roads were barricaded but the former tenants 
could and did occasionally slip in, particularly at 
night when their intimate knowledge of the terrain 
would make up for the poor visibility.  This 
sneaking around was done in hope of shooting a 
deer or two. 
 After recovering our two tanks, we were 
heading for the harbour area on a very dark night 
on a narrow dirt road. Four tanks, line ahead, with 
me in the lead.  The training area is a bit hilly, but 
with two ten inch searchlights on the top of my 
tank we could see several hundred yards down 
the country road. Suddenly in the distance there 
were the lights of an oncoming vehicle. Every 
once in a while it topped a hill and we could see 
that the vehicle was coming on at some speed.  In 
spite of my bright spotlights I decided that there 
was the possibility of a collision on the narrow 
road.  Over the intercom I told the driver to edge 
to the right.  He replied that there was a deep 
ditch on both sides, but he would nevertheless 
‘feel’ his way gently to the right. 

Suddenly over the next hill, a few hundred 
yards distant, the vehicle, a car could be seen 
speeding down the road towards us.  I ordered 
the driver to “PULL OVER”.  But before he could 
do so the car was almost within striking distance.  
It turned out to be not one car but two; one 
apparently chasing the other.  When they were 
almost upon us the second car pulled out to pass 
on the left of the first, the latter trying to squeeze 
by the tanks.  The first car just made it by; the 
second abruptly ended its pursuit of the first by 
slamming into my tank.  We were not quite halted, 
so 56 tons of Centurion ran over the front of the 
car before the tank came to a stop.  The engine of 
the vehicle was buried in the road.  The two 
occupants came to a shuddering halt, one on 
each side of my left track.  “Hello two, I have just 
run over a car” Quickly came the reply.  “You what  
!!!!”. 

Epilogue: The poacher (s?) in the first car got 
clean away.  The two game wardens who were 
not supposed to be in the training area either, 
survived.  Much to the surprise of a naive young 
officer, there was no inquiry; just a statement to 
the military police. Upon interrogation the 
provincial hunting enforcement officers stated that 
they had seen the tank’s lights, but these were so 
high that they thought it was a car on the next hill.  
My squadron commander never took tanks near 
the stumped area again.  But I still managed to 
find challenging ground for the Centurions, 
whether it was in Gagetown or in Germany.
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LAST POST 

*The Association's list of fallen comrades is far from being complete. Information is posted as received. If 
anyone knows of a member of the Regimental family who has passed away or is sick, please contact a 
member of the executive. 

Capt (Ret) George Halfkenny – Riverview, NB 
November 18, 2009 
S/Sgt EJ (Ted) Balie 
November 29, 2009 – Sackville, New Brunswick 
Mr Joseph Dubeck 
February 2, 2010 – Cambridge, Ontario 
Col IM (Ian) Haldane 
February 16, 2010 – London, Ontario 
LCol (Retd) Chuck Conway 
March 25, 2010 - Kingston, Ontario 
 

Joe Saulnier 
April 3, 2010 – Pembroke, Ontario 
HCol Christopher “Kit” Graham 
April 18, 2010 - Grandbay Westfield, NB 
Ralph Randall Pollard 
April 24, 2010 – St Stephen, New Brunswick 
Patricia Louise Blanchet  
April 28, 2010 – Saint John, New Brunswick 
MWO (Retd) Richard Whelan 
29 April, 2010 – Fort Coulonge, Quebec 

A Letter Sent to an Editor of a local paper in NB. 

Young men taught this funeral director about honor,  
dignity, respect: Baldwin 

To the editor. 
People talk about the lack of respect from our youth.  

We often hear in the media and in the community about 
the lack of respect from our youth. 

I was taught to respect my elders, my parents and 
authority.  Yes, it is true that the level of respect people 
have for themselves and others in general isn’t at an all 
time high.  However, I feel that respect cannot be 
demanded, it must be earned.  

Recently, I had the opportunity to work with some 
young men who earned my respect and I feel that I 
would be remiss if I didn’t share the inside story of the 
young men who deserve the e respect of our community 
for themselves and the uniform they wear. 

On Nov 10, I spoke to Sgt Darren Spicer of the 
Princess Louise’s 8th Hussars regarding the possibility 
of having pallbearers for a burial for Ms Gladys Winifred 
Fowler.  Within a few days I had several meeting with 
him and his commanding officers and by Friday we were 
offered an Escort Party and pallbearers for her service. 

None of these men had ever been involve in such 
a ceremony but they gave of their time unconditionally 

and did exactly as instructed.  They practiced for 
hours raising, lowering and shoulder carrying and 
empty casket with a level of respect that truly touched 
my heart. 
 When our dignitaries arrived each solider stood at 
attention, shook their hand and welcomed them to 
Canada.  I don’t believe I have ever been more proud.  
These men were representing our country, our 
community and the 8th Hussars. I was honored and 
humbled just to stand beside them.  The Princess 
Louise’s 8th Hussars Escort party was WO Roland 
Doucette, Pte Matthew Benjamin, Pte Alan Irvine, Pte 
Nicholas Cunningham.  The Pallbearers were Sgt 
Darren Spicer, MCpl Byron Ostrom, MCpl Marshall 
Smith, MCpl Gustavs Kalnins, Cpl Wes Goddard, Cpl 
Bryson Darrell, Cpl Shane Teakels, Cpl Cody Bulmer, 
Tpr Benjamin Goodwin and Tpr Scott Cummins. 
   On that very wet Sunday afternoon Nov 15 I gained 
a new level of respect for our young people that day.  I 
will never forget how these young men taught this 
funeral director a lesson of honor, dignity, respect, 
perseverance and selflessness 
Respectively 
Stephen Baldwin  

 

Another letter to an Editor 

 Several weeks ago, I got a phone call asking me if I would carry the Olympic Torch along with others through 
Wawa.  I replied that I would do that and consider it a great honour. January 3rd, dawned cold and clear.  At 
our house, it was -27 Celsius with a stiff breeze.  My portion was from Township Hall, over to Lakeview Hotel, 
up Mackey Street to First Avenue.  I put on all my sweaters, lit my torch and took off to the sound of all the 
good people of Wawa cheering me on. 
  The reason I write this today is to thank all you people for your support only as Wawa people can do.  As you 
know, I am a little short of wind these days, but with your help, I made it.  Thank you very much. 
 I thought the organizing was excellent.  The arena people deserve a big hand, the Rotary Club for the 
delicious breakfast and Michipicoten First nation for their different kind of lunch, our member of Parliament, 



 

 10 

Mike Brown and Mayor Whent and Councillors for their participation.  It certainly shows what a great 
community we have and the calibre of the citizens in it. 
   The torch run committee explained to us that we were considered Ambassadors of The Olympic Spirit and 
we should feel a fuzzy glow in the pit of our stomach and every community the torch passes 
through, should feel that glow.  Now it is a chance for us to showcase Canada and let the rest of the world 
witness how great this county Canada is.  We take all of this for granted but it is also a wake up call for us. 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

Other News 

 

Picture of Jack Myers with the Olympic Flame 

      

Won’t it be great on February 12th to sit down and 
instead of watching the bad things on TV, we can see these 
young athletes participate in good clean competition. The 
carrying of the Torch gave me a very humble and proud 
feeling and I am very appreciative to have this opportunity.  I 
am sure Ian and Leslie feel the same and will echo this letter. 

 
    Thank you, 
    Jack Myers 
 

Gen Rad Walters celebrates his 90th birthday 
at Providence Manor in Kingston. 
l-r; Dave Henderson, Ted Nurse, Bob Billings & 
Clive Milner 

 

Frank Gaunce was presented a beautiful 
pocket watch by MP Gregory Thompson 
Friday April 9th at the Norton Legion to 
signify that he was the oldest Vet 
associated with the Norton Legion.  He is 
also the oldest living 8th Hussar in the 
area. The evening April 9, 2010  at the 
Norton Legion was to honor the 65th 
anniversary of the end of WWII with the 
presentation of pins to Veterans - Victory 
65.  

Henry Sampson Memorial Golf Tournament 
    Calling all Black Hatters (and their friends) The 
event you have all been waiting for is now available 
for registration. The 2010 Henry Sampson Memorial 
Golf Tournament (HSMGT) is planned for 23 July at 
the Smiths Falls Golf and Country Club.  Contact 
Don Craig at address & number below for a 
registration form and come on out for some new 
memories and a lot of fun.  I have already been 
advised of some new players this year.   
Cheers, Don 
Don Craig 
4225 Green Gables Lane,  
Ottawa, Ontario 
K1V 1W8 
(613) 822-7860 
 

 

Contest – Who wrote the Dec 2009 Sabretache article  
“ Range #21”…. John Heyman sent the winning guess 
that Mike Charrier was the author.  John has won a hat for 
his participation.  Thanks to everyone who participated. 

 

Former HLCol H.R.S. (Tim) Ellis, D.S.O. is shown in his 
Rothesay, NB home having just celebrated his 94th 
birthday.  He is looking over and identifying many of his 
wartime 8th NB Hussars comrades in England, Italy and 
Holland from an album he found in the estate of his fellow 
Hussar, Major J.B. (Jack) Angevine.  Tim donated the 
album to the 8CH Museum archival collection.  With him 
is Museum board member, Mary Jane McEwen, daughter 
of Tim's comrade, Major C.A. (Cliff) McEwen, D.S.O. The 
photo with the model tank is a model of Tim's Sherman - 
Beatty.  He has had her from start to finish! 
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HUSSARS IN AFGHANISTAN 

Hussars that have currently deployed 

in Afghanistan 
WO Gordy Deveaux 
Sgt Leo MacDonald 

Cpl Mathew Benson 
Capt Shannon King is deployed in  
Sudan Jan 2010-July 2010 
Upcoming Deployments to Afghanistan 

Capt John Wayne Fogarty June –July 2010 

MCpl Mark Publicover Oct 2010 –May 2011 

 
SUPPORT YOUR ASSOCIATION 

 
The Association will be sponsoring 
another “ 50/50 draw”  this summer 
to financially support the work of 
the Association. “Your support is  
needed and appreciated.”   Please 
watch this issue of the Sabretache 
for more details on how you can 
order your tickets. There will be 
an early bird draw as well as the 
final draw at the “Annual General 
Meeting” in September 2010. 

 

REGIMENTAL CURLING BONSPIEL 

The Annual Curling Bonspiel was held on 
February 6th in Sussex N.B.  A total of 14 rinks comprised 
of serving, retired, association members, friends and family 
of hussars competed during the bonspiel.  Col Mac 
Robinson was on hand to throw the first rock to open the 
bonspiel.  The top rink this year was the Belding rink 
consisting of; Daryl Belding, Burt White, Art Keith and 
Connell Keith.  Again this year, the generosity of local 
businesses, the kit shop and some careful shopping on the 
part of the bonspiel staff allowed each competitor a chance 
to choose a prize.  Each rink came up in order of their final 
placing to claim their prizes.  Again this year a BBQ was 
put on at the end of the competition giving everyone a 
chance to socialize a little more before heading home.  
Many thanks go out to everyone who volunteered to help 
out with the setting up, cooking the food, selling tickets 
and helping with the clean up at the end of the day.  I 
would also like to thank the curling club and its volunteers 
for allowing us to use the facilities for our BBQ and trying 
to accommodate us whenever possible throughout the day.  
The Curling Bonspiel was another great success giving 
competitors and spectators a chance to renew old 
friendships and to make some new ones.  We hope to see 
everyone again next year around the same time. 

 

Col Mac Robinson throws the first rock in the opening 
ceremonies.  Co-organizer WO (Ret) Connell Keith stands 
beside Col Mac.  As part of the opening ceremonies 
everyone was led onto the ice by Piper Margaret Doucette.  
Everyone lined the sheet to watch the first rock being 

CHANGE OF ADDRESS 

Several Sabretache have been returned to us due to 
wrong addresses.  Please be sure to notify us if your 
address changes or if you know of anyone not receiving 
the Sabretache.  Anyone wishing to receive his or her 
Sabretache via E-mail please send your email address to: 
Shirley.lamontagne@forces.gc.ca 

Radley Walters Chapter Annual Reunion 

  This year’s annual Chapter Reunion will again be 
held in Petawawa, ON at the Jubilee Lodge on 05 
June, 2010. It provides a great venue for the chapter 
and members of the corps to come together in a setting 
that is second to none, overlooking the Ottawa River 
Valley. Should anyone from afar wish to take part in 
this event there are some quarters available as well as 
many suitable Motels in the area. 

8 CH Association Web Page: www.8chassociation.com 
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Annual General Meeting and Reunion 
17/18 September 2010 

Milton Gregg Armouries “Home of B Squadron” 
and the Royal Canadian Legion 

Sussex, NB 
 
Schedule of Events 
 
17 Sep 10  
1800 hrs - Meet and Greet/registration @ Milton Gregg Armouries 
    - Entertainment TBD  
18 Sep 10 
1000 hrs – Annual General Meeting and Election of Officers – Royal Canadian Legion  
 
1200 hrs – Lunch   
 
1430 hrs – Memorial Service – 8th Hussars Regimental Museum, Sussex Train Station 
 
1700 hrs – Dinner with Guest Speaker, Royal Canadian Legion 
 
Cost for the weekend festivities will be $30.00 per person 
                                         Saturday only $25.00 per person 
 
The 8th Hussar Museum will also be open on Saturday for visitation before and after the 

Memorial Service. 

The Association needs your support and attendance to make this gathering a success. 

Please advise if you will be able to attend the AGM weekend to the web address: 
shirley.lamontagne@forces.gc.ca  or to the mailing address below. 

2010 Association Fundraiser 
 
The Association fundraiser for 2010 will be a 50/50 draw with 2000 tickets only being 
sold at $2 per ticket. Please support this effort by buying some tickets. Simply attach your 
cheque for the number tickets you wish to purchase and we will mail them out to you. 
The draw will be held at the AGM 18 Sept 10, with an Early Bird draw for $100 on 15 
Aug. 10. 
 # tickets $ 
I wish to purchase 50/50 draw tickets    
 
Please make all cheques payable to The Association of the 8th Canadian Hussars (PL) 
Inc 
Address: The Association of the 8th Canadian Hussars (PL) Inc  

PO Box 1695 
  Moncton, NB 
  E1C 9X5 
                       Attention: Secretary  


