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       reetings to all Hussars, and 
special congratulations on having 
just celebrated our 161st birthday!  

The Army is as busy and full of 
energy and purpose as I think it has 
ever been.  Last week I heard 
Lieutenant General Leslie, the Army 
Commander, speak about the 
impressive performance of all of our 
men and women in uniform.  While 
Afghanistan always takes centre 
stage, and our Hussars are front and 
centre in that fight, he also pointed 
out what Canada’s Army is 
accomplishing elsewhere in the 
world, and notably at home in 
Canada. I know through my 
discussions with the Commanding 
Officer that you are extremely active 
in garrison training, maintaining 
crewman skills and directly 
supporting the training and 
operations of the Army, Whether it is 
on standby for potential flooding 
along the Saint John River, standing 
up task forces to deploy to 
Afghanistan or supporting Hussars 
directly while they are deployed it 
shows special effort, professionalism 
and dedication that Canadians are 

extremely proud of. Hussars always 
answer the call.  I can’t think of a 
better time to have been a soldier in 
the last 30 years! 

It also takes strong leadership at 
every level to train well, look after 
our soldiers and their families, and to 
inspire the morale and cohesion that 
has kept our Regiment so close and 
effective throughout its history.  And 
I am extremely impressed with the 
job that the CO, RSM all leaders in 
the Regiment are doing to keep 
everyone focused and working as a 
team and in making the extra effort 
to keep the soldiering fun.  

We have a strong reputation, and a 
special place of pride in our Armour 
Corps family.  Last weekend I was 
invited to attend the annual RCD 
Dinner to commemorate the 
liberation of the town of 
Leeuwarden, Holland in 1945. It was 
a great, warm gathering of Black Hat 
Officers and Sr NCOs from many 
Regiments. I felt the strong and 
unique bond of comradeship that 
exists between all ranks and that has 
always been the unique hallmark of 

our Corps.  It was a great privilege to 
catch up with so many Officers and 
NCOs with whom I have shared my 
years of soldiering.  During the 
march pasts it turned out that I was 
the only Hussar to stand for the 
Galloping 8th Hussar.  In the same 
way as older Hussars taught me 
when I joined the Regiment, I stood 
tall and sang the words as loudly and 
proudly as I could muster. Although 
the only Hussar in the room, I was 
not alone. I was joined in the singing 
by dozens of others who had served 
the Regiment before and who 
obviously remembered that 
experience fondly and with pride.  It 
was a golden moment for me and 
reminded me that once you’ve been a 
Hussar, you will always be one.   

My compliments to you all.  Good 
soldiering!   You are an inspiration 
and your country is proud of you! 

Regi Patriaeque Fidelis 

General Mike 

 _____________________________________________________________________________________________

Remarks by the HCol (Retired) ER Nurse, CD 
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Remarks by the Senior Serving Hussar, Major General Mike Ward 
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COMMANDING OFFICER’S MESSAGE  
By Lieutenant Colonel Paul R Nielsen 

        reeting from Moncton 

  The past six months has been nothing short of 
hectic for the Regiment.  In this Sabretache the 
editors have gathered articles and photos of the 
many activities we have participated and 
therefore I will not steal their thunder.   

  Your Hussars deployed to Holland, Fort Pickett 
Virginia, Goose Bay, Wainwright, Kingston and 
of course Atlantic Canada to support the Army 
and CF. I have received numerous letters of 
appreciation from employing Commanding 
Officer who have expressed their complete 
satisfaction with the professionalism 
demonstration by our soldiers.  I recently 
received a letter from the organizers of the Ford 
World Curling Championship which was 
recently held in Moncton. The Regiment 
provided a Flag Party which escorted the Canada 
Flag during the opening ceremony and daily 
during the nightly draw.  As expected, and as 

stated in the letter, the Flag Party was well 
received and expertly presented.  Well done. 

Finally we have five Hussars in Afghanistan.  I 
would like your thoughts and prayers for the 
following deployed Hussars: 

Cpl Cormier 

Cpl Parsons 

Cpl LeBlanc 

Cpl Walton 

Tpr Smith 

 

Have a great summer.  

PR Nielsen CO 

                               

ASSOCIATION PRESIDENT’S 
MESSAGE 

I would like to take this opportunity to 
wish all our membership a happy 161st 
Birthday. Our past winter has gone 
quickly with a number of events taking 
place that will be described in detail 
elsewhere’s in this newsletter. 

As a follow up to the AGM in 
September 2008, we have completed 
the transfer of funds from the 
Association General Fund to the 175th 
Anniversary Fund within the Coriano 
Trust. This money was being held by 
the Association on behalf of the 
Regiment and now has been clearly 
identified and secured for use during 
the 175th events. We also have 
managed to re-invest $2000 back into 
our General Revenues which has not 
happened for some time now. This was 
possible due to tightening the financial 
belt, an active recruiting drive which 
has resulted in a small increase in our 
membership, and the limited success of 
our 50/50 raffle. Hopefully we will be 
able to increase our revenues this year 
from this venue. 

At the winter Board of Directors 
meeting, it was decided that we would 
contact our annual members to remind 
them that their 2009 membership fees 
are now due. It is not our intent to 
demand these fees but rather show the 
need and the benefits of maintaining 
their membership. Until now this has 
been occurring on the honour system 
only. 

A number of events are coming up 
shorting and it is hoped that everyone 
will support these events, in particular 
the Radley-Walters Chapter gathering 
and of course the Henry Sampson Golf 
tournament. If my Aeroplan points 
hold out, I plan to attend the RWC 
gathering and provide a short 
Association briefing to their 
membership at that time. Obviously we 
are hoping that some folks will make 
the effort to travel east in Sept and take 
in the Association AGM and Reunion 
and also drop in on the Centurion Club 
if appropriate as well. 
The opening of the Camp Sussex 
project on Remembrance Day by the 
museum staff, has prompted a large 
response from many points in Canada, 

both in information queries and 
donation of artefacts and documents to 
our museum. The swell of activity has 
basically swamped the volunteer staff 
and so we are looking to expand our 
volunteer base. Several new members 
have been recruited but we have a 
ways to go yet. More information on 
the museum will be provided in the 
attached museum report by Borden 
McLellan. 

To date the response for bursary 
applications has be low, but I anticipate 
the last minute rush will occur as usual. 
The Bursary Committee will be 
meeting in mid –May to finalize the 
assessments and announce the 
recipients shortly afterwards. 

I sincerely hope this edition of the 
Sabretache finds everyone in good 
health and happiness. 

Tom Mclaughlan 

Association President
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From the desk of the out-going 
RSM 

It has been an honour to serve as the Regimental 
Sergeant-Major of the greatest Regiment in the army.  
Thanks to all members of the regiment for their 
support and I am sure everyone will give the same to 
the incoming RSM, MWO Stairs.  I have no doubt he 
will take good care of the regiment and it’s soldiers.  
I will be moving to B Sqn as 2i/c and am looking 
forward to helping the Regt and Sqn as a new 
Captain.  Once again, thank you for the honour of 
being your RSM from 2004-2009. 

 

Tanks 

CWO Jones  

From the desk of the Incoming RSM  

"In this my first message to the Sabretache, I would like to 
express how honoured and proud I am to be chosen as the 
Regimental Sergeant-Major and what a great privilege it 

was to have this appointment bestowed upon me during the 
Regimental 161 birthday celebration. I now leave behind 
my days as Squadron Sergeant-Major with many fond 
memories and I would like to thank the Officer's, Sr 
NCM's, and soldiers of the Regt who gave me their support 
during this tenure. I now come well prepared to meet the 
challenges of Regimental Sergeant-Major and will 
continue to work to serve you as I have done in the past. 
The one consistency that this Regiment has seen in its long 
history is change, change is inevitable and as we embrace 
these changes it will only make us stronger and our future 
goals will and can be meet. 
 This Regiment has been extremely successfully over our 
long history because of the dedication and commitment of 
its soldiers at all rank levels. I am confident that the 
determination and the spirit of this Regiment will sustain 
us well into the future and I am enthusiastically looking 
forward to be able to be part of it."  

 Regi Patraieque Fidelis 

 E. G. Stairs 
 Master Warrant Officer 

REGIMENTAL MUSEUM 
REPORT 

 

             useum activities in 2009 to 
date have included: 

·  Applications for summer student 
grants from Federal and Provincial 
Heritage branches 
·  One student grant has been 
approved, to date 
·  Application has been made to the 
National Council of Archives for 
funding to support our Archival 
documentation process 
·  Archival data input training will be 
provided by the NB Council of 

Archives for 2 days in our museum, at 
no cost 
·  If the grant is approved, we will hire 
a person to spearhead our Archival 
Materials documentation and data input 
·  Applications have been submitted to 
NB Heritage Branch for Museum 
Assistance support for two separate 
projects 
·  Two museum work days were held 
to photograph artifacts for our 
Collections Inventory Data bank.   
·  The financial books were sent to the 
auditors in January and have been 
returned. All is in order. 
·  Meetings are being held with the 
Agricultural Museum and Town of 
Sussex on the new building project; 

draft plans are being made for 
consideration 
·  New museum brochures are being 
printed 
·  Translation of our museum brochure 
is under consideration 
·  Removal of the 8th Hussars Flag 
(made by the Ladies of Rothesay in 
1875) from the Sussex 8th Hussars 
Sports Arena is being arranged 
·  Harvey McLeod, former NB 
Museum staff,  CBC reporter and son 
of WW II Major HIT McLeod, has 
joined our Museum Committee 
·  We are participating in a Kellogg’s 
Promotion entitled “Kellogg’s 
Adventure Pass” to appear on Cereal 

M 

 



 

 

Boxes this summer and aimed at 
admission to selected museums. 
·  Work has begun on refocusing 
museum displays for the coming 
summer season. One work day was 
held with another planned shortly. 
·  In addition to our permanent 
collection, we also endeavor to honour 
different veterans and create new 
displays each year 
·  The steady increase of individual 
donations, to assist with the upkeep of 
the museum, is encouraging. 
·  We should all be aware that the 8th 
Hussars Museum is the ONLY venue 
which ensures the stories, history, 
Artifacts and experiences of this fine 

Regiment are preserved for all times. 
 
 
Borden McLellan 
 
Museum Curator 

 

MUSEUM COMMITTEE 

 

L to R   --  Tom McLaughlan, Gary 
Bowser, Borden McLellan, Diane 
Lutes, Carol Carr, Harvey McLeod, 
Scovil Brown.  
Missing from photo -- Sandra Muir-
Russell, Lindsay Titus   

BURSARIES 

  As noted in the two previous 
Sabretaches, applications for the two 
(2)  $1000 Hussars Association 
Bursaries closed on 30 April 2009. 
The selection process will be 

completed by the end of May, in 
time for their announcement at High 
School graduations (if the winners 
are High School graduates).   

Bursary winners will be contacted 
directly by the Bursary Chairman, 
once the selections have been made. 
All applicants will receive a response 
letter from the Bursary Committee. 
Unsuccessful candidates are eligible 
to apply another year, providing they 
will still be attending a post-
secondary educational institution. 

It is worth noting that money for 
these nationally available Bursaries 
is raised in New Brunswick through 
fund raising by veterans, former 
members and volunteers of the 
Association. The average age of our 
World War II veterans is 85 and our 
Korean veterans 75 years old. We 
who are working at this need the 
financial and volunteer support of all 
who read the Sabretache, and those 
who expect to receive Bursaries. 

REMEMBRANCE DAY IN EUROPE  

MCpl Dave Folkins 

8CH B SQN 

     From the 5th to 16th of November, 2008 I had the honour and the privilege to represent the Regiment in  
Europe for Remembrance Day. I was a part of a contingent of Canadian Forces personnel who took part in parades  
and ceremonies in France and Belgium, commemorating the 90th Anniversary of the First World War Armistice.  
This was a moving experience of which I will never forget! 

  I spent the first 2 days at CFB Trenton to meet and assemble with the rest of the contingent. We were  
a mix of Regular Force and Primary Reserve from all 3 elements to represent the Canadian Forces. We practiced  
drill for the next two days. 

  On the 8th, we boarded the plane and headed off for the very short flight to Ottawa and then to Lille, France.   
After quickly checking into our hotels we had the rest of the day to sight see in Lille and test the local establishments.  

November 10th our contingent was the Guard and Vigil party for the Remembrance ceremony at Le Quesnel Memorial.  
The memorial is a tribute to the achievements of the Canadian Corps in the Battle of Amiens and was the first 
major tank battle. 

  After the ceremony was finished, we headed off to Vimy Ridge. This was for sure a highlight of the entire trip for me. 
It is easy to read books and look at pictures, however, you do not have full appreciation of something until you  
are there in person, standing on the same turf, getting an appreciation of the ground. The Monument itself is a  
breathtaking piece of art and is something that has to been seen firsthand. Surrounding the monument and back  
down towards the Canadian lines, the trench systems, craters, and mines have been left untouched. The grass is  
chewed off by a friendly flock of sheep. We received a guide of the rebuilt authentic trenches and tunnels. 

  On Remembrance Day we went north to Belgium. Our first stop was in Mons where we took part in a Remembrance Day 
 ceremony alongside the Belgium Army, and British military. We marched through the streets after the ceremony,  
from the Cenotaph, down to the City Hall. A large reception followed.   

  From there, we headed off to Ypres.  We arrived and the center of the town was alive. Ypres is also where the  
Menin Gate is located. The Menin Gate is a large Memorial which is located on the Eastern Exit of the town, which is 
where most of the Allied troops marched through for the Battles of Ypres. Inside the arched hall, are names  
of 54, 896 soldiers who died without graves in the area. Every night at 8 PM buglers from the local fire brigade close the 



 

 

road which passes under the gate and sound the Last Post.  
 
  We were given 3 hours to walk around the town, shop, eat, do whatever and then took part in the 8 PM sounding of 
the Last Post.  We formed up in the town square and marched through the streets towards the Gate. We were being piped 
in by an incredible band from England and the sides of the streets were crowed with people cheering, clapping, and  
whistling. It was a surreal experience. We marched directly into the Gate. It sure was an eerie feeling, listing to the  
last post being played, inside the Gate where every wall is littered with 55, 000 names of the unfound dead. When  
the ceremony was finished, we marched back to the town square and unfortunately dismissed to the bus. 

  The next day we headed to Caen, on the Normandy coast. When we arrived we were free to hit the town. We  
spent the afternoon sightseeing among other things.  

  November 13th we did rehearsals for a full military funeral. The funeral was for Pte. Ralph Ferns which was held  
in a small church in Bretteville-sur-Laize, with the internment at the Bretteville-sur-Laize Canadian War Cemetery. 

  The remains of Private Ferns was discovered in a quarry in Haut Mesnil, eighteen kilometres north of Falaise, in  
March 2005, by residents who found a cap badge from the Royal Regiment of Canada (RRC). He had died in the  
battle of the Falaise Gap in August 1944 when friendly bombers mistook a smoke signal and accidentally bombed  
Allied positions. 

  That afternoon a few of us piled into a rented car and headed out to the Abbey Ardenne.   On 7 June 1944, eighteen 
 captured Canadian soldiers of The North Nova Scotia Highlanders and the 27th Canadian Armoured Regiment were 
 taken to the abbey and killed by members of the 12th SS Panzer Division. 

  The next day we headed off to conduct the funeral. When the ceremony at the church was finished, we bussed  
over to the cemetery for the internment. Members from the Royal Regiment of Canada were the pallbearers. After  
we paid our respects to Pte Ferns, we headed back to Hotel in Caen to get changed into our Combats. We then headed 
 out to Juno Beach. Specifically, the Juno Beach Center in Courseulles-sur-Mer.  When we were at the beach the tide 
 was about mid beach. I went down and got my feet wet, turned towards the beach, and sprinted my way up. It  
was quite a distance and took what felt like forever.  

That evening we had a Banquet courtesy of The Honourable Greg Thompson, Minister of Veterans Affairs.  
There was plenty of food and wine, followed by speeches. After the Banquet had summed up, we were turned  
loose on the town. And oh did we ever.  
  The next morning came early and we were back on our cramped bus towards the airport. The airport in PARIS!!  
We were all excited to see Paris; however, we did not see too much of it as we went around the major portions of the city. 
 I did get to see the Eiffel Tower. However, it was through my window and was 20 kilometres away.   

  Before we knew it we were back on the plane headed towards Canada. Our European adventure was winding down to a 
halt. It was without a doubt, a trip of a lifetime, and something that I will never forget.  I learned so much.  Reading about 
the battles of the First and Second World War from a book are one thing, however, actually being there with your feet on 
the ground created a whole new level of understand and appreciation for those who were there. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

LAST POST 

*The Association's list of fallen comrades is far from being complete. Information is posted as 
received. If anyone knows of a member of the Regimental family who has passed away or is sick, 
please contact a member of the executive. 

Clarence Gammon 
April 9, 2008 – Bathurst, New Brunswick 
 
Ron Ferris 
December 31, 2008 - Saint John, New 
Brunswick 
 
Tom Rogers 
January, 2009 – Sydney, Nova Scotia 
 
 
 

Bert Mandics 
May 02,  2009 – Pembroke, Ontario 
 
Katrina Kendall (Daughter of WO Kendall) 
May 05, 2009 – Moncton, New Brunswick 
 
CWO (Ret) George Levesque 
May 09, 2009 – Victoria, British Columbia 
 
CWO (Ret) Bill Denomme 
May 11, 2009 - Pembroke, Ontario

 

A Guidon not Forgotten 

By Warrant Officer DW Zinck, CD  

The carrying of banners, flags or standards into battle goes back to dimmest times of distant history. The Israelites 
carried their sacred standard into war, as did the Legions of Rome and the knights of old. Used as a rallying and 
recognition symbol, a specific military flag or “colour” was a means to identify with that which a body of soldiers 
was most loyal to. By the Fifteenth Century, colours were receiving consecration by regimental and civilian clergy 
as a model of religious allegiance and honour-bound duty for those that bore and followed them. One of the earliest 
recorded consecrations of colours in Canada took place in Halifax Nova Scotia on 31 May 1777, when an Acting 
Chaplain presented the colours to the 2nd Battalion, Regiment of Royal Highland Emigrants. They could also serve 
as an altar in the field by piling the drums and covering them with the colour. This service remains in modern 
Canadian military ceremony. Once consecrated, the colours are closely guarded and, when uncased, are to honoured 
by a salute. Colours are to be destroyed if threatened with capture by the enemy. In peacetime they are often held in 
a sanctuary, in the form of a church, until needed again. It was not until after 1855 that there were any formal 
regulations in the British and Colonial military forces governing the disposal of colours. Until then, worn-out 
colours were disposed of at the discretion of the Commanding Officer (CO). Some were burnt, some cut up and 
shared out amongst the Unit’s Officers, some kept by old Colonels and even, in one case, buried with a deceased 
CO. Queen’s Regulations for the British Army of 1898 provided that retired colours were to now remain property of 
the Crown and were to be laid up in either sacred or Public buildings. Current Canadian Forces Regulations state 
that, when no longer required or un-fit for further use, colours are to be “laid up” or “deposited” in the same sacred 
or public buildings.  

A cavalry/armoured regiment carries as its colour a “Guidon” derived from the old French word “Guydhomme”; the 
guide or leader of horse that carried the banner into battle. Emblazoned on it are symbols and decoration pertinent to 
a unit as well as, often, the Battle Honours earned by that unit. Many units have too many and usually only a 
sampling is displayed on their Guidon. The earliest beginnings of Cavalry in New Brunswick (NB) can be traced to 
John Saunders, a forcibly up-rooted Loyalist from Virginia. Raising a troop of cavalry to fight the American rebels 
in 1775, “Saunder’s Horse” never knew defeat until the British surrender at Yorktown in 1883. Upon expulsion from 
their homes by the victorious rebels, Saunders his men and their families “settled” in the Saint John and 
Kennebecasis valleys of NB. From New Brunswick Regiment of Yeomanry Cavalry in 1848 to a traditional 
transformation to the 8th Princess Louise’s New Brunswick Hussars, a Tank Regiment in World War 2, the 
Regiment had a long history of service to the Crown and Canada. 



 

 

On 29 January 1957 the Canadian Government decided to create a third armoured regiment for the Canadian Army 
(Regular). This distinct honour resulted in the creation of a new regiment and a name change for another. The 1/8 
and 2/8 Canadian Hussars (Princess Louise’s) came into being. Thankfully these unwieldy titles were dropped and 
both were called 8th Canadian Hussars (Princess Louise’s) (8CH(PL)); one was Regular Army and one in the Militia. 
Each was to bear its own separate Guidon. For the next 36 years, each unit was to contribute, either as a whole or in 
the form of individuals, a valiant record of service to Canada. Serving with the North Atlantic Treaty Organization 
(NATO) in Europe or the United Nations (UN) in many locations around the globe as well as domestic operations, 
the 8CH (PL) served in all areas any other Canadian unit, Regular or Reserve, was to be seen. Then in 1993, general 
western military reductions after the fall of the Soviet Union and an end to the Cold War brought the Regular 
Regiment out of NATO and Canadian Forces Europe in Germany back to NB. There they combined with their 
Militia (Reserve) brethren to form a “Total Force” regiment with representation in Sussex, Gagetown, Sackville and 
Moncton. As seniority was to the Reserve Regiment, their Guidon was adopted as the one to be used by this new 
type of armoured regiment. The Guidon of the Regular Regiment was “deposited” in accordance with regulation at 
Saint George’s Anglican Church in Moncton in that same year. In 1998 the mixed force concept was dropped and 
the only the Reserve Regiment remained on the Armour Order of Battle. To this day the Regular Regiment’s Guidon 
is laid up and the Reserve Regiment continues to use their senior Guidon. It is well worth noting that, mainly due to 
never having been amalgamated with any other separate unit, nor having ever been stood down off the Order of 
Battle, the Hussars can claim the distinction of being Canada’s oldest continually serving regiment. 

Current Canadian Military Regulations provide that those laid up or deposited may be done so in a scared or public 
building, of the regiments choosing, if the unit disbands or amalgamates. The colours remain property of the Crown 
until needed again, if they are fit for service. Until such time it is the overwhelming precedence within Canada to 
allow those colours to remain in the care of the Church. The inherited British custom is that they shall remain until 
they literally fall apart (then burnt) or are framed and placed on a wall in perpetuity. Of course, should the Regiment 
again become a part of the Regular Army Order of Battle, that Guidon could, if still serviceable, be re-activated as 
well. Until such a time as either of those things come to pass, the close connection and fine service of the 8th 
Canadian Hussars to Moncton, New Brunswick, Canada, and the World can continue to be honoured in the display 
and safekeeping of the Regular Regiment’s Guidon at St George’s. 

Battle Honours emblazoned on the Regiment’s Guidon 

WORLD WAR ONE  

“Mount Sorel” 

“Somme 1916” 

“France and Flanders 1915-1916” 

WORLD WAR TWO 

“Liri Valley” 

“Melfa Crossing” 

“Gothic Line” 

“Montecchio” 

“Coriano” 

“Lamone Crossing” 

“Italy 1944-1945” 

“Ijsselmeer” 

“Delfzijl Pocket” 

“North West Europe 1945” 

WO Darrell Zinck has been in the Armoured Corps for 24+ years and currently serves in Moncton as the Regimental 
Operation Warrant Officer as part of its Regular Force Cadre.

 



 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 

  

HUSSARS CURRENTLY IN AFGHANISTAN  

We will be sending each member a care package during their tour.   

If anyone would like to include a written hello to the package please email sabretache@rogers.com 
and I will print them and add them to the parcels. 
 
Missing Photos 
Cpl Cormier ,  Cpl LeBlanc,  Tpr Smith

EXERCISE MARITIME RAIDER 2009 

FORT PICKETT, VIRGINIA, USA 

Written by: Second-Lieutenant Chris Marshall 

The soldiers and officers of the 8th Canadian Hussars (Princess Louise’s) trained for a year in preparation of 
37 Brigade’s Exercise Maritime Raider. Your Hussars joined other New Brunswick and Newfoundland 
regiments in Fort Pickett, VA, for training ranging from crew skills, to troop, and as large as combat team 
and battle group.   We had hoped that by going ‘down south’ we would escape the heavy snows of 
Canada... if only for 10 days. This was not to be as we experienced the worst snowfall to hit Virginia in 
many years.  Fingers were pointed at us by our southern friends and we were accused of bringing the snow 
in our rucksacks.  During the storm the temperatures went as low at -13o C and the melting snow made for 
wet and miserable conditions.  Your hussars overcame these conditions and they enjoyed on of the perks of 
being mounted … vehicle heaters.  The G Wagons were converted into very expensive dryers for the night 
as we dried ourselves and our kit.   

I was the troop leader and I had the pleasure of working as the armoured representative and advisor on 
armoured matters to the ‘J’ coy combat team commander, Major Mike Tynski, from 1RNBR. Assisting me 
was my ‘Alpha’ Sergeant Shelly Rooney, ‘Charlie’ Master Corporal Dave Folkins, and ‘Echo’ Master 
Corporal Gary Keddy. 

Actively participating was ‘Tango Niner’, the Commanding Officer, Lieutenant –Colonel Paul Nielsen. He 
assisted the battle group commander as the armoured advisor but joined the troop in its daily missions and 
mentored myself through the many tasks and missions that I was set forth to complete. 
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 The training was progressive. Your hussars started off with 
dismounted training at the Ft. Pickett land navigation course. This 
course was set up throughout the training area and the junior NCMs 
were encouraged to lead a non tactical patrol, in an effort to prepare 
them for their next career course  

One of the most challenging tasks the troop faced was to carry out 
was convoy escorts. Our eight car troop was tasked with moving 15 
artillery pieces and trucks to their firing line. To create a realistic 
training environment, a full enemy force which included non 
combat players and a herd of goats were employed. With the 
successful deployment of the artillery, the troop then had to traverse 
through a difficult real-time improvised explosive device (IED) lane 
course. Upon completion of three days of IED lanes, Combat 
Service and Support elements were incorporated into the troop and 
a 20 km convoy escort which culminated at the Long Street Convoy 
Live Fire Range commenced. Ambushes, in the form of automated 
pop-up targets, occurred frequently throughout the 2.5 km range. 

This was an excellent training opportunity that required our soldiers 
to give up their March break.  The sacrifice of personal time was 
greatly appreciated by the Regiment and these soldiers were 
allowed to experience valuable training at the combat team level.  
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Promotions and awards given out on 161st birthday. 

WO Cobbett promoted to MWO 

MCpl Harding promoted to Sgt 

Medals: 

Capt Woodworth- General Campaign Star for OP Athena Roto 5 

Sgt Riswold   CD 1 
 
 Sgt Macdonald  CD 2 
  
 Sgt Smith   CD 
 
 WO Tarrant   CD 2 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
“Letters to the Editor” 

 
LOOKING FOR INFORMATION 

 
Hello whoever gets landed with this enquiry, 
Recently (1-5th December, 2008) I was in 
Ottawa, Canada at a WHO meeting on 
melamine toxicity, hosted by Health Canada. 
On my way to the meeting place, daily, I would 
be driven past the Ottawa War 
Museum and, resolved to pay it a visit on my 
"free day" on the 5th Dec.   A bit of background. 
I was born in 1947 in Ermelo (near Putten) in 
Holland, and was named for one 
of the Canadian liberators who rescued my 
parents and their new-born son  
(my elder brother) at the end of the Dutch 
"Hunger Winter" during the last  
Week of April or the first week of May 1945. I 
have never known this generous man, just heard 

how he (and his companions) simply dished out 
their own ration packs to the starving Dutch 
citizens of Putten. 
 In the library of the War Museum, I discovered 
that he was very probably a 
member of your regiment and would be 
delighted if you could see if he can be 
identified - purely for sentimental reasons. 
Thank you, in advance, for giving this a "go". 
 
Fred Reyers 
Professor Emeritus: University of Pretoria 
P.O.Box 41468 
Garsfontein East 0060 
Tel 082 77 444 68 
Fax 012 993 3890
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161th Birthday celebration in Sussex 

Winning team of the road rally left to right 
Capt Paridis, LCol Nielsen, Sgt Smith,  

Cpl Stanley, Cpl Carmichael
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SUPPORT YOUR ASSOCIATION 

 

The Association will be sponsoring another “ 50/50 draw”  
this summer to financially support the  
work of the Association. “Your support is   
needed and appreciated.”   Please watch this 
issue of the Sabretache for more details  
on how you can order your tickets.  
There will be an early bird draw as well  
as the final draw at the “Annual General Meeting” 
in September 09.  

 

REGIMENTAL CURLING BONSPIEL 

  The Regimental Curling Bonspiel was held on the 
07 Feb 09 at the Sussex Golf and Curling Club.   

  It began Friday evening at the Sussex Armouries 
with a meet and greet, Saturday morning, we kicked 
off with Gordie Bickerton throwing the first rock.  We 
had 50/50 draws, a draw to the button and draws 
for prizes. We curled all day and finish off with a 
BBQ supper at the Armouries.  Congrats goes out 
to the Bickerton rink who came first again this year.  
I would like to thank all the teams who participated, 
everyone who helped set-up and cook supper and 
to all the local businesses for donating prizes.  This 
year we were short on teams but still managed to 
have a good time.   See everyone next year.  

CHANGE OF ADDRESS 

Several Sabretache have been return to us due to wrong 
addresses.  Please be sure to notify us if your address 
changes or if you know of anyone Not receiving the 
Sabretache.  Anyone wishing to receive his or her 
Sabretache via E-mail please send your email address to: 
sabretache@rogers.com 

 



 

 

Annual General Meeting and Reunion 
18/19 September 2009 

Milton Gregg Armouries “Home of B Squadron” 
and the Royal Canadian Legion 

Sussex, NB 
 
Schedule of Events 
 
18 Sep 09  
1800 hrs - Meet and Greet/registration @ Milton Gregg Armouries 
               - Casino Night TBC  
19 Sep 09 
1000 hrs – Annual General Meeting and Election of Officers – Royal Canadian Legion  
 
1200 hrs – Lunch   
 
1500 hrs – Memorial Service – 8th Hussars Regimental Museum, Sussex Train Station 
 
1800 hrs – Dinner with Guest Speaker, Royal Canadian Legion 
 
Cost for the weekend festivities will be $30.00 per person 
 
The 8th Hussar Museum will also be open on Saturday for visitation before and after the 

Memorial Service. 

Please advise if you will be able to attend the AGM weekend to the web address: 
lamontagne.sa@forces.gc.ca  or to the mailing address below. 

 

2009 Association Fundraiser 
 
The Association fundraiser for 2009 will be a 50/50 draw with 2000 tickets only being 
sold at $2 per ticket. Please support this effort by buying some tickets. Simply attach your 
cheque for the number tickets you wish to purchase and we will mail them out to you. 
The draw will be held at the AGM 19 Sept 09, with an Early Bird draw for $100 on 31 
July 09. 
 # tickets $ 
I wish to purchase 50/50 draw tickets    
 
Please make all cheques payable to The Association of the 8th Canadian Hussars (PL) 
Inc 
 
Address: The Association of the 8th Canadian Hussars (PL) Inc  

PO Box 1695 
  Moncton, NB 
  E1C 9X5 
                       Attention: Secretary  


