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ASSOCIATION PRESIDENT’S 
MESSAGE 

     s I reflect on what to put into a 
Presidents Message, I often 
struggle in what to say, not that I 
am often short for words at any 
given time. But I felt this time 
around I would try to steer clear of 
statistical information as much as 
possible and try to address other 
issues and concerns. In welcoming 
the new members of the Executive I 
would be remiss if I did not thank 
the outgoing members Jim Brown 
and Trisha Janssen for their time, 
effort and support. Without each 
and every one of them, this job 
would be much more difficult. To 
the incoming members, please roll 
up your sleeves and get ready for 
an interesting year. 
  
The fall AGM and Reunion was 
clearly a successful event, thanks 
to Brenda Coleman as the program 
coordinator and Shirley 
LaMontagne, the Association 
Secretary. Without their efforts this 
event would be very difficult to 

organize to the degree in which 
they do the job. The AGM was well 
attended with a number of issues 
resolved. The increase in 
applications for the bursarys 
pointed out a shortfall in the 
application process which 
increased the difficulties of the 
committee to reach a decision 
without a lot of extra work. To 
correct this administrative problem 
a recommendation from the bursary 
committee chair to align the 
application form with the scoring 
template was accepted and this will 
reduce administrative work at the 
selection meeting. It should be 
noted that the scoring template and 
the established eligibility criteria 
were not changed.  In the past we 
have only used the honour system 
for our annual members to pay their 
yearly dues. It was decided that we 
would send out the appropriate 
reminders as we approach our next 
year of operation. 
  
Financially we have maintained our 
status quo and when all expenses 
for the year have been tallied we 

are hoping to re-invest another 
$2000 at year end. The 50/50 raffle 
continues to generate over 
$1000.00 annually. It is our 
intention to continue this 
fundraising in the foreseeable 
future and it is vital that all who can 
support this method of raising 
funds, should get involved. Thanks 
to the single effort of the Treasurer 
Everett Lavoie, we secured a 
garden shed from the Engineer 
School in Gagetown for a silent 
auction which also netted us an 
additional $1200. Hopefully we can 
do this again next year but we 
realize with shipping costs, this has 
to be a local initiative only. Our fund 
raising efforts to support the 
museum and our affiliated cadet 
corps through parking cars was 
again successful this year and 
details of those events are recorded 
in the museum report. 
  
Our efforts to reach out to the many 
former Hussars close at hand and 
as far away as California have 
proven to us that there is an 
interest and support out there for 
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       Presented by the Gamblin Family to a surviving  
        sister of Sgt Stevens, Mrs  Marguerete Stillwell . 

WW II Military Medal won by Sgt Archie 
Stevens Returned to his Family 
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the Association. This year we have 
enrolled eleven new lifetime 
members and we will continue our 
outreach to provide this privilege to 
former and serving members. I 
would ask each and every one of 
you, to encourage other former 
members to join our organization 
when ever the opportunity arises. 
  
The Memorial Service was well 
attended and was hosted by the 
Museum in close proximity to the 
War Memorial in Sussex. Padre 
Malcolm Berry kindly assented to 
conduct the service and the 
Association Pipes and Drums 
provided musical accompaniment 
to both the Service and to the 
Dinner later in the evening. 
  
The AGM dinner was the highlight 
of the weekend. The Hon Col Ted 
Nurse stepped into breech and 
provided the key note address. He 
also kindly assisted in the 
presentation of a number of 
certificates and the return of a WW 
II Military Medal won by Sgt Archie 
Stevens who died very shortly after 
returning home from the war. This 
medal was lost in a house fire in the 
1970’s and recovered later. Thanks 
to the efforts of the late Bill Gamblin 
and Scovil Brown, the medal was 
remounted, repaired as best 
possible and presented to a 
surviving sister of Sgt Stevens, Mrs 
Marguerete Stillwell. 
  
Two honorary life memberships 
were presented to two ladies who 
have been instrumental in 
supporting the operations of the 
museum through our fund raising 
efforts and the ongoing operation of 
the museum. Our thanks go out 
to Carol Carr and Diane 

Lutes for their continued efforts in 
supporting the Association that they 
have adopted as their own personal 
Regimental family. A third honorary 
life membership will be awarded to 
another as yet unnamed recipient 
at a later date. With the passing of 
LCol RS McLeod, our former 
President Emeritus, the decision 
was made to award this title to 
Mary Bickerton in recognition of her 
life time contributions to the 
Association. Her role in the 
Association is simply too long to list 
in one short paragraph, but for the 
many who know her, 
they acknowledge that the award is 
well deserved. 
  
I would like to take this opportunity 
to publically thank Aikens Pewter in 
Fredericton who so kindly donated 
two pewter Leopard 1 model tanks 
to the Association for use in our 
fund raising efforts. These two 
tanks were raffled off, one at the 
Radley Walters Chapter gathering 
in May, and one at the AGM in 
September and resulted in raising a 
significant amount of funds at both 
venues. These tanks are also 
available through the gift shop if 
there is interest out there in 
obtaining one. They would make 
excellent retirement gifts.  
  
I had the opportunity to travel to 
Petawawa to join the RWC 
members for their gathering and 
enjoyed the time immensely. I 
certainly encourage all members to 
support their various local chapters 
when ever possible. It simply keeps 
the Regimental spirit alive. I also 
had a recent opportunity to meet 
and share some time with Frank 
Smith and Norman Lawrence in  

Petawawa and was sorry that I was 
rushed for time as those two 
gentlemen were gracious in their 
time and conversation.  
  
In closing I wish thank all the 
members of the Executive and the 
Board of Directors for their efforts 
and support. Without that support 
this job would be impossible to do. 
To those little things that many of 
you, the membership of the 
Association do to support our 
efforts, thank you so much. 
  
Regi Patriaeque Fidelis 
  
Tom McLaughlan 
President 

ADDITIONAL PICTURES TAKEN 
AT THE AGM & REUNION 
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COMMANDING OFFICER’S MESSAGE  
By Lieutenant Colonel Paul R Nielsen 

         reeting’s from Moncton. 

During the past six months, the bulk 
of the Regiment has been engaged 
at various schools, as either support 
staff, instructors or students.  The 
Regiment promoted 12 PLQ 
graduates to MCpl and there are 
three more being promoted in Dec.  
These promotions are in line with 
the Commander of the Army desire 
to increase the number of MCpl 
within the Army by over 1000.   

In addition to the summer training, 
the Regiment has been fully 
engaged in the preparation for our 
new task; to provide a fully 
deployable Domestic Response 
Headquarters.  The Regiment 
announced its full operational 
capability just prior to 
Thanksgiving.  Within this 
Sabretache is an article describing 
this task. 

Our five Hussars (Cpls Cormier, 
Parsons, LeBlanc, Walton, and 
Smith) have returned safely from 
Afghanistan. 

MCpl Joel Richard was in Ottawa 
on 9 November receiving his 
Sacrifice Medal for an injury while 
in Afghanistan from the Governor 
General. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

   

During the weekend 14-15 November, 
the Regiment participated in the 
repatriation of Glady Winifred 
Fowler, who was the 18 year old 
daughter of LCol George William 
Fowler who was a Regimental Officer 
for 20 years at the turn of the century.  
Ms Fowler died in 1917 in London 
while her dad was deployed as part of 
the Canadian Expeditionary Force.  
For reasons that cannot be explained, 
her remains were left in London after 
the First World War.  92 years later, 
Ms Fowler returned to Canada and the 
Hussars played a significant role in 
her burial.  We provided a troop, 
commanded by Lt Dave Warren and 
Sgt Brenda Coleman, for vital point 
security, a Bearer Party, Commanded 
by Sgt Darren Spicer, and Lancers, 
Commanded by WO Roland 
Doucette. 

Rather than attempting to describe the 
events of the weekend, cut and paste, 
this address to your browser and see 
your soldiers. 
(http://www.cbc.ca/video/#/News/ID=
1332040590) 

 

Members of the 8th Canadian Hussars 
struggle with Gladys Fowler's coffin, 
which is lined with lead and weighs 210 
kilograms. (CBC) 

 

I received the following from Barry 
Smith (Trustee The Friends of Kensal 
Green Cemetery).  Mr Smith took the 
initiative to find Ms Fowler’s family. 

��������	
���
�������
�����������
���
���
������
�
��
���������
���
�����������
����������������
���
��
�����
�������
����������������
��������
�������
����������
�����
���
������������
�
����������
��
������ ��!
���
�����
�����������
������
"������#��������������
��
�
����
�������������

!�
 ��������
�����
�������
���!������$��������
�
���
����!
�������
������ �
 ���

��%����&�������������
	��������
����
!��������
��
���
���
����������������
�����������������������������
��
������
������������ �����
��
����'�
�������
�
��(��)���
*���������
��������������
�������������
��� �
���
�������������
�����
����
#
�������������������������
�
����������������������
�
��������������
�
���������
�����������

����
�������
�
������
���������
��
���
�����
�������������
���������
�
�
�
�����$������������������
+��
����������
������������

������+�����

!������!���
�
� ���
���
������������
����������� ��������� ������
�
���
�������������������
�
�������������������
���
 �
����������
���

������
��
�

���$�����
����������
�������
������������
���$���!��
���
�������
��
!
�������������  
�������
����
��������
������
�������
� ��
�����
�

��
��
���
����,
����
���
���������
���

������
���#������-
�
�����
.
������
������
����
������
 �
�����
�������
������
�/���������
������
�0�����
����!������������
��! �
��������	
�� �
PR Nielsen CO 

G 
I  

 

 

 
MCpl Richard and his father 

Capt Richard 

MCpl Joel Richard 
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RSM’S  MESSAGE 
 

     n this, my second address to the 
association it is hard to believe that 
Christmas is fast approaching and I now 
can take the time to reflect on the last six 
months. Both regimentally and 
professionally it has been a very busy time 
for the Hussars. During the May to Sept 
period, a substantial number of Hussars 
were either on course, instructing, and 
supporting courses. The Regt was 
extremely successful during this hectic 
time because of the dedication and 
commitment of its men at all levels.  One 
of the major accomplishment of the last six 
months is the CO was able to promote 12 
new MCpl’s. We now have an excellent 

foundation to develop a very strong 
NCM corp within the Regt. 

 
All of the 8CH soldiers who were 
deployed on Roto 109 Afghanistan 
have now returned safely home and 
are more than happy to share their 
experiences with anyone who wishes 
to listen. We have several other 
members who are preparing to 
deploy on Roto 110 who are in the 
early stage of their training and will 
be leaving us shortly. We wish them 
luck and a safe return. 
 
In my spring address of the 
Sabretache, I alluded to that the 
Regiment was once again going 
through a restructure phase, by early 

2012 we will be reduced to one mission 
element. As you are 

  
well aware, this is not the first time nor 
will be it be the last time that the Regt 
had faced change.  I am very confident 
as the CO guide us through this change, 
we will once again emerge stronger and 
a more viable unit.  
In closing I would like to wish all the 
Hussar family a safe and happy festive 
season. 

Regi Patriaeque Fidelis 

E. G. Stairs 

RSM

REGIMENTAL MUSEUM 
REPORT 

     our museum continues to attract 
many visitors who appreciate learning 
about the 8th Hussars through artifacts 
on display and informative tour guides.  
This summer we had three excellent 
student, each of whom had a personal 
connection to the 8th Hussars, through 
Cadets or family member who was a 
veteran. 

Following the internet publication of 
“The History of Camp Sussex – One 
Hundred Years of Service” we are 
receiving many requests for 
information on soldiers who trained in 
Camp Sussex for World Wars I and II, 
and before.  To answer these 
adequately would require the full time 
services of a military historian, which 
we do not have.  Consequently many 
are answered briefly.  We would very 
much like to have someone take on this 
task. 

A few basic statistics: so far in 2009 
we have raised $1825 in private 
donations; $225 from Museum Kit 
Shop sales; $250 from the Donation 
Box; $21,117 in government grants; 
and $574 from miscellaneous sources.  
Our two major fundraising activities, 
car parking on the Armouries grounds, 
were successful with proceeds shared 
with the three 8th Hussars Cadet Corps 
who participated.  From these funds the 
museum will donate $1000 to the 

Association for one of the Bursaries, 
and we will again provide the 
Association Insurance coverage at a 
cost of $650. 

You should realize that on a purely 
voluntary basis, Tom and I spend an 
inordinate amount of time preparing, 
submitting and revising applications, 
then reporting expenses, for various 
small government grants, which 
currently provide our only financial 
lifeline. The need for at least a part-
time employee is becoming obvious 
and urgent.  As we grow 
administration, becomes much greater, 
governments expect better 
documentation, and our national 
recognition has greatly increased 
personal and research enquiries.  We 
must also begin documenting our 
Archival materials this month through 
a grant from the Council of Archives of 
NB. 

We currently have a request from a 
military history Master’s student at 
UNB who is researching armoured 
battles in Italy in June 1944 and wants 
to come to the museum and access 
documents, papers, maps, diaries and 
whatever else we have on that time 
period.  Without an employee we can’t 
do this at present, which is a real 
shame.  If the Association is serious 
about having and supporting this 
museum then it should address the 

question of a paid employee, and the 
funds to support this position. 

We have recently moved the 1875 
Rothesay flag from the 8th Hussars 
Arena, carefully rolled it up and will 
temporarily store it in the New 
Brunswick Museum until we can make 
arrangements with the Conservation 
Council of Canada to have it restored.  
This is a very old, historic flag and 
deserves to be cared for and preserved.  
Again we will search out more 
government grants for assistance.   

Progress on new building plans is 
frustratingly slow.  Meetings with 
various groups have taken place but 
there are currently no new initiatives to 
report.  On the other hand, Tom and I 
are currently going flat out to mange 
600 square feet of space, and with no 
source of assured funding in place it 
would be a challenge to mange 5000 
square feet.  The issue should be 
addressed.   

Borden McLellan 
Museum Curator 

BURSARIES 

  This year has seen an encouraging 
increase in both the quantity and 
quality of our Hussar bursary 
candidates.  It's great to see that word 
is spreading of this program.  Where 
last year saw only a few applications, 
this year we received nearly two 
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dozen!  This put the Bursary 
Committee to work, using the 
assessment tools we have to weigh the 
criteria found on the application forms.  
Scores were close, but in the end, we 
could only select two recipients.  
Congratulations go to Shannon Hobbs 
of Ottawa and Natalie Domey of 
Nepean, Ontario 

 
Don Bourque 
Chairman Bursary Committee 
 

BURSARY APPLICATION 

   As noted in the two previous              
Sabretaches, applications for the two 

(2) $1000 Hussars Association 
Bursaries close on 30 April 2010. The 
selection process will be completed by 
the end of May, in time for their 
announcement at High School 
graduations (if the winners are High 
School graduates).   

Bursary winners will be contacted 
directly by the Bursary Chairman, once 
the selections have been made. All 
applicants will receive a response letter 
from the Bursary Committee. 
Unsuccessful candidates are eligible to 
apply another year, providing they will 
still be attending a post-secondary 
educational institution. 

It is worth noting that money for these 
nationally available Bursaries is raised 
in New Brunswick through fund 
raising by veterans, former members 
and volunteers of the Association. The 
average age of our World War II 
veterans is 85 and our Korean veterans 
75 years old. We who are working at 
this need the financial and volunteer 
support of all who read the Sabretache, 
and those who expect to receive 
Bursaries. 

 
“MEMORIAL CROSS” 

It was a privilege to know Col Bob McLeod, Ann, 
and the members of his family.  He was a much 
respected Hussar, veteran, and citizen.  I was  
honoured to volunteer with him in a number of 
organizations that were all  
about serving Hussars and veterans. 
 
Upon his passing, and being aware of his 
pensioned conditions, I was able to assist the 
family in obtaining the "Memorial Cross" and some 
disability compensation that was owed to Colonel 
Bob.  Many will recall that the "Memorial Cross”, 

also known as the "Silver Cross", is awarded by the  government of Canada to the 
survivor of those who die in combat or as a direct result of an injury sustained in 
the service of Canada.  Col Bob McLeod's widow, Ann , is the recipient of the award 
of the Memorial Cross. It was an honour to particip ate in the award ceremony on 
(June 12, 2009 )along with officials from Veterans Affairs Canada, and members of 
the family of Hussars (Scovil Brown, Lt Gen. Lou Cu ppens and Borden McLellan). 
 
Lou Cuppens 
 
Lieutenant-General (retired) 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 DOMESTIC RESPONSE COMPANY NEW 

BRUNSWICK 

 

Frank Smith has initiated the idea and task of placing a “Canadian 
flag with a military peace pin and poppy” on the grave sights of our 
departed armoured soldiers and wives for Remembrance Day and 
has done this for the last 2 years at graveyards in Chalk River, 
Petawawa and Pembroke, Ontario. To date about 95 graves have 
been done, up considerably from last year. 
Frank has done most of this on his own, requiring lots of effort and 
legwork.   

This is on top of all the other chapter things he does and the effort 
required into making things run smoothly. 
We understand that this tireless hussar’s efforts stem from the love 
of the Association and members but is an extraordinary thing to do. 
  

Frank Smith - We Thank You  
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ASSOCIATION 8 TH CANADIAN HUSSARS  
PIPES & DRUMS MESSAGE 

 

Again this year, has been the busiest since 
our beginning. In addition to the usual; Parades, in 
various towns such as; Dorchester, Hillsborough, 
Miramichi, and Dalhousie, Veterans parades & 
concerts. The band has also joined the Atlantic 
Canada pipe band Association & started competition 
this summer, and have completed with bands from 
PEI, Nova Scotia and Massachusetts.  

The band in joining the ACPBA has 
completed its 1st competition year. Doing this the 
band also added an extra Friday eve 3hr practice 
weekly. It is a great opportunity for the band to be 
judged with other grade level bands, to learn our 
strengths & weaknesses. The band is very pleased 
with the results of the 1st year competitions in 
Moncton, Halifax and Fredericton Highland games.  
In Moncton the band tied for 1st place, with the pipe 
corps grading a 1st and 2nd overall. In Fredericton our 
drum corps was graded 2nd place. We look forward to 
learning new competition tune sets for the 2010 
competition season. This is giving the band & our 
name much recognition in the Atlantic Canada P & D 
world. It has given our members new focus, as only 1 
of 3 competition bands in NB. It has also brought 
recognition with potential new band members. We 
currently have 4 new students’ members in training.  

With fall the band is turning our attention to 
practice time as the temperature turns us indoors. 
Practice work will begin for the 2010 parade and 
competition seasons. But as always this time of year 
we look forward to our Remembrance Day 
performances. This year we played for Sunny Brae 
legion, Grand Digue Legion, Moncton military 
regiments and air force veterans; we have also 
provided pipes for soldiers returning from 
Afghanistan. Leading them off their airplanes with a 
colour guard, and veterans to their eagerly awaiting 
families.  As well upcoming; we will be repeating 
years of mini Christmas concert at the Moncton vets 
hospital. Also as always recruitment is underway for 
the newest season. 

Financially the band has been working very 
hard this year, with the driving force for funds raised 
to be the beginning, of purchasing new heavyweight 
wool kilts in 2010. We are currently beginning the 
process, of choosing a new and permanent tartan, 
and are actively seeking band sponsors to help with 
this process.  Each kilt costs aprox $750 and we are 
dressing aprox 25 bandsmen. We have almost 
acquired enough DEU jackets to outfit the band by 
donation and surplus store purchases. I was close to 
full band, save 2 or 3 by Remembrance Day. Larger 
sizes are an ongoing issue and DEU donations are 
always greatly accepted. 

To finish I’d like to say we are pleased to 
continue spreading the Association of the 8th 
Canadian Hussars name to new places, with the 
addition of the Atlantic Canada competition circuit 
and continuing our motto for 2010 ``growth and 
pride``. 

CHEERS 

Robert Whitton 
President / Pipe Cpl 
Contact; 
Scotlandwhitton@rogers.com 
506-383-5849 
Moncton. NB 
 
DOMESTIC RESPONSE COMPANY NEW 
BRUNSWICK 
 
EX BRUNSWICK READY , 4 Stages to a successful 
Final Operating Capability 

What do the 1998 ice storm, the Swiss Air crash and 
Hurricane Juan have in common? In each case, the 
Canadian Forces (CF) deployed Reserve soldiers 
from 37 Canadian Brigade Group to assist local 
authorities in each domestic crisis.  Responding to 
the needs of Canadians during difficult times is a part 
of what the Army does. 

Even though the activation of CF assets and 
personnel are classified as the force of “last resort”, 
whenever the government identifies the need for the 
Army, soldiers from formations like 37 CBG are 
ready to react.  Accordingly, 37 CBG has a 
responsibility to and has Force Generated (FG) 
soldiers to respond whenever needed as part of a 
whole government approach.   

 In March of 2009, 37 CBG released the 
Implementation Instruction concerning the stand up 
of the Domestic Response Company New Brunswick 
(DRC NB). The 8th Canadian Hussars (Princess 
Louise’s) (8 CH) was designated as the Lead Unit, to 
provide an effective Command, Control and 
Communications component and Force Employment 
of the DRC NB in deployment for Domestic 
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Operations (Ops). The Implementation Instruction 
directed the DRC NB to complete Phase 1 - Stand 
Up, Phase 2 – Immediate Operating Capability (IOC) 
and Phase 3 – Final Operating Capability (FOC) by 
31 March, 2010.  

 During the planning sessions concerning the 
road to the FOC, the CO of the DRC NB, Lieutenant 
Colonel Paul Nielsen and the DRC Operations 
Officer, Captain Wayne Fogarty developed a four-
stage exercise, called EXERCISE BRUNSWICK 
READY.  The initial task, although somewhat 
daunting, became very manageable when presented 
in these stages.  

 The first hurdle that had to be overcome was 
the establishment of the Command Post (CP). What 
would the physical layout be and what equipment 
and personnel would be necessary to run an Ops 
cell, Admin and Log cell? Where would orders be 
given and various personnel (civilian or military) 
briefed?  These questions were answered in Stages 
1 & 2.  The physical layout was confirmed. The 
personnel requirements were established and the 
required equipment was obtained.  The issue of 
power requirements and generation capabilities were 
confirmed.  

 Stage 3 of EX BRUNSWICK READY was 
more robust. In this stage, there was a total rehearsal 
of the DRC HQ.  The HQ Recce element deployed to 
the proposed HQ location. The remainder of the DRC 
HQ, including vehicles and pers from 8 CH, 722 
Signals Squadron and 31 Service Battalion practiced 
their marrying up drills and were called forward to the 
HQ location by the recce element.  Once in location, 
the CP and the camp were set up. Communications 
were established with the 37 CBG OPCEN in 
Moncton. The following day, representatives form the 
Contributing Units (CUs) arrived, went through an 
Arrival Assistance Group and were briefed on Stage 
4 of EX BRUNSWICK READY. 

 EXERCISE BRUNSWICK READY Stage 4 
was a no-notice practice Alert Recall and deployment 
of the DRC NB. The scenario for this exercise was a 
downed aircraft and one of the passengers was a 
diplomat from a foreign country en-route to address 
an International Conference in Moncton. This 
diplomat carried with him an attaché case that 
contained sensitive documentation. The Canadian 
government had received a request from this country 
to search for and secure the attaché case he was 
carrying.  

 An intelligence summary was issued by 37 
CBG on October 15th, a warning order issued on 
October 19th, and orders issued on October 20th. The 
mission was to search for and secure the case and 
sensitive documents belonging to the diplomat. Once 
the orders were issued, the Alert recall process had 
begun and the CU’s and 37 CBG stood up their Ops 

cells.  37 CBG HQ OPCEN (Operations Centre) was 
now involved in the process of Force Generation of 
the DRC NB. Preparations also began for the 
deployment of the DRC HQ to the area of operation 
in anticipation of the arrival, AAG, Just In Time 
Training, (JITT) and force employment of soldiers 
from the CUs.  The units taking part in this Ex were 
37 CBG HQ, 1st and 2nd Battalion, the Royal New 
Brunswick Regiment, 3rd Field Artillery Regiment, 31 
(Saint John) Service Battalion, 8 CH, 722 
Communications Squadron, and 35 Field 
Ambulance.  

 The DRC HQ was set up and 
communications with the 37 CBG OPCEN 
established by 3 p.m. on Oct 22nd.  The soldiers from 
the CU’s began arriving in the DRC HQ location, 
Cumberland Bay Fire Hall, at 10:15 a.m. Friday Oct 
23rd. The FG resulted in the deployment of two 
platoons to conduct the ground search, one recce 
troop for security, traffic control and escorts, a 
Forward Logistics group, (FLG) and one Box 
Ambulance and three medics from 35 Fd Amb for a 
total of 125 soldiers.  Once in location, they went 
through an AAG and participated in JITT which 
consisted of Proper search techniques, the handling 
of hazardous materials, the handling of potential 
biological hazards they may encounter and a Media 
brief. 

 The area was secure and platoons deployed 
to their biv locations by 6 p.m.  Orders and battle 
procedure continued through the evening of the 23rd.  
The search began in earnest at first light Saturday, 
Oct 24th.  Each platoon was given a 1 km square 
area that they were responsible to search while the 
recce troop dispatched patrols to conduct traffic 
control, security and participate in escorts of 
authorized pers into the AO. Various items including 
pieces of metal and wire were placed in the search 
areas in an effort to provide the ground search 
members something to find, record, photograph and 
report on.  

 With the help of 35 Fd Amb, first aid 
scenarios for each platoon were built into the events 
list to provide an opportunity for the soldiers to 
practice their first aid skills. This was also done to 
force the platoon comds to deal with the unexpected 
while continuing on with the mission.  All of the 
soldiers involved performed with a high degree of 
professionalism and carried on with the tasks.  

 A scenario dealing with a possible 
environmental contamination was also introduced.  
This involved the deployment of a recce patrol and a 
hazmat team to investigate and report back to higher. 
Again, this was handled as anticipated and provided 
valuable training.  

 The search was conducted for two days and 
despite the rain and cold temperatures, the brief case 
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was found and escorted to the DRC headquarters. 
The soldiers cleared the search area and their 
bivouac locations and reported to the DRC HQ for 
redeployment to their home armoury.  

The value of this type of training event 
cannot be overstated.  The set up of the DRC 
headquarters, the deployment of the troops and the 
successful completion of the exercise has indeed 

validated the work conducted by many to see this 
capability formulated.   

So, when the New Brunswick government 
needs the Army for another crisis like an ice storm, 
flood or what ever may arise, 37 CBG will be ready to 
respond because of the successful implementation of 
the DRC NB and the validation of Exercise 
Brunswick Ready. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
VIIICH (PL) ASSOCIATION  

RADLEY-WALTERS CHAPTER  
 
It is always a pleasure to have the opportunity to address the Association through the Sabretache newsletter. Our 
Chapter has been blessed with some good years and we continue to meet each May at our Reunion in Petawawa. 
This year we will gather at the Petawawa Yacht Club on the 29th of May 2010. Over the years we have seen many 
from afar join us for this event and we always look forward to seeing old friends.  
 
Members of the 8th Canadian Hussars have always distinguished themselves through the years by their actions, 
both as individuals and as team members to accomplish the tasks and missions assigned them. However many 
more have distinguished themselves by their outstanding contribution and dedication. We have recently offered our 
sincere congratulations to one such man, WO (R) Norman L. Lawrence on his recent induction into the Pictou 
County Sports Heritage Hall of Fame.  
 
Here in part is his story we hope the readers of the Sabretache take pride in the accomplishments of another fine 
Hussar with an eastern connection.  
 
Norman “Paddy” Lawrence 

 
Norman began his career at the Paris Boxing Club in New Glasgow, where he learned 
the skills and conditioning to become competitive locally under the guidance of Hugh 
“Sparky” Paris.  “Good Conditioning” was Sparky’s motto. 
 
“Paddy” won his first exhibition bout in Stellarton and had a few more as well before 
suffering a tough loss to “Sugar Ray Mascol” But his decision to go into military service 
from 1957 to 1983 didn’t prevent him from pursuing his boxing career.  
  
He very ably made the transition to the military, both professionally and in the field of 
Boxing. A review of the early years of his military career indicates a high level of 

activity, training promotions to Lance Corporal and Corporal, a posting to 
Germany, and the birth of two children all in the first five years of service. As a 
family man and as a professional soldier WO (R) Lawrence was able to address 
the needs of his Family and the Regiment, and still pursue his interest in boxing.  
  
He was a popular soldier and became one of the Armed Forces best Light 
middleweights, showing tremendous promise. 
 

   
DRC HQ      DRC HQ STETCHER 
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 “Paddy” won his first regimental title in 1957, and won all his fights in regimental, brigade and army 
championships. His record speaks for itself: 
 
1957 - Regimental Light Middleweight Champion with 4 wins. 
1958 - Eastern Command Light Middleweight Championships, with 5 wins 
1959 - Eastern Command Light Middleweight Championships, with 4 wins 
1959 – Canadian Army Championships – with 4 wins – His success was of such magnitude that he was invited to 
Canadian Team trials for the Pan American Games but was unable to attend due to family requirements.  

In 1960, there was a Canadian Infantry Brigade Light Middleweight Championship. 
  
 He won all his bouts, no losses, and even kept it in the family by duelling with his 
cousin “Beau Jack Izzard.” He had a look and approach to his opponents not unlike “Larry 
Holmes”, burrowing forward with sledge hammers for fists. 
When an injury forced his withdrawal from active participation in the early 1960’s WO 
Lawrence naturally turned to coaching. His skill in this endeavour was such that two of his 
protégés won Championships at the Command level. Subsequently, boxing was removed 
from the Canadian Army Sports Programme  
  
WO (R) “Paddy“ Lawrence has demonstrated high levels of dedication and 
professionalism, both in his chosen Career and in the sport of Boxing. In both, he has 
achieved signification levels of distinction.  
 
“Paddy” now resides in Petawawa, Ontario where he retired after his Military Service. He 
did not lose his interest in the sport, however. He was active with young people as a 

coach at the Pembroke Trojan Boxing Club for several years after his retirement in 1983. 
 
“Paddy” says his heroes are “Sparky” Paris, Alvin MacLean and Charlie “Bearcat” Jackson, who would be beaming 
with pride at what he has accomplished in life and in the ring. 
 “Paddy” is an inductee in the Canadian Armed Forces Sports Hall of Fame, and now takes his worthy place in the 
Pictou County Sports Hall of Fame. 
 
Congratulations, WO (R) Norman L. Lawrence!  
 
 

“GOLDEN ANNIVERSARY CRUISE” 

You may have heard that most of the young officers 
who went to Germany with the regiment in 1959 have 
just celebrated or will shortly be celebrating 
their golden wedding anniversary. 
  
When the Hussars were recognising the 50th 
anniversary of the formation of the regular regiment a 
few years ago it was suggested that the young 
subalterns who married in the summer and fall before 
our departure overseas should collectively mark the 
occasion of their marriage in 2009. Two more 
lieutenants were wedded during our NATO tour. One 
officer and one wife have since died.  A poll among 
the remainder decided that a cruise was the best 
venue to get the group together, celebrate the 
occasion and reminisce over old times; some had not 
seen each other for decades. As can be seen in the  

 

 

accompanying photo nine couples thoroughly 
enjoyed the voyage.   

A cruise was decided upon, and by a process of 
elimination the Rhine was selected, a voyage which 
begins in the foothills of the Alps in Basel Switzerland 
and ends in Amsterdam eight days later and 
hundreds of miles downstream.  

As can be seen by the smiles in the accompanying 
photo, everyone enjoyed themselves. 

Lots of outstanding meals, entertainment, tours of 
castles, medieval cities and vineyards; possibly a bit 
too much wine. 

The weather was ideal, not too hot, lots of sun and 
no rain; not like the northern Germany we knew. 

All the war stories of Iserlohn and Soest were retold; 
they seem to grow with time, only to make us laugh 
all the more. 
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From right to left in the photo: The Charriers, Fortiers, 
Murrays**, Foxes, Kells, Caldwells, Couplands, Davisons 
and the Campbells*. 
*This is not the Hussar Bill and Giselle Campbell who are 
both diseased.  The RCEME Campbells came over with 
the Hussars on the Italia in 1959; he was a workshop 
officer in Fort Chambly in Soest. His unit did all the major 
work on the RECCE Squadron Scout Cars. 

**Walter Murray lost his first wife Claudette a few years 
ago and married Nancy, an old high school girlfriend, last 
year. 

Note: Due to limited space in Sabretache, additional pictures 
submitted from this cruise will be put on the Web Page. 

 

TANK RANGE # 21   

23 October 2009 
One spring, during our 1959 – 62 
NATO tour of duty, the regiment 
was engaged in its annual tank firing 
classification at the Hohne Ranges in 
northern Germany. The tank ranges, 
which date back to the Hitler era, are 
immense.  Picture a great oval, miles 
across, divided into dozens of 
individual ranges, all firing towards 
the centre.  

At the end of the first session, our 
squadron was to move to the other 
side of the oval, many miles distant, 
to fire a different schedule.  Time 
was tight. My tank troop was to stay 
behind and clean up the firing point 
while the others went ahead and 
started.   “As soon as you are 
finished here, scoot over to range 
#21; we will have lunch there and 
fuel up” were my orders. 

After a thorough clean up, I led my 
four Centurions out to the ring road 
that encircles the ranges. I halted my 
troop, totally bewildered at what I 
saw.  The mud shed from tank tracks 
was equally divided going to the left 
and right on the outer road.  I had no 
idea which way the squadron had 
gone.  I knew they were somewhere 
on the other side of Hohne; we had 
not been issued maps and I was too 
embarrassed to ask for directions on 
the tactical radio, as everyone would 
hear me.  I was in a bit of a quandary 

as there was the possibility that if I 
went the wrong way around the oval 
we might run out of fuel, which 
would be even more embarrassing.  I 
was trying to decide if I should 
confer with my all-knowing 
sergeant, when off in the distance I 
saw a German jeep coming down the 
ring road; surely its occupants would 
know the shortest route.   

I descended from my tank, stood in 
the middle of the road, and flagged 
down the vehicle.  My God! My 
damn luck! It was an oberst, a 
German colonel. I gave the very 
serious looking senior officer, who 
was obviously annoyed, a smart 
salute as he emerged from the jeep.  
In my most respectful, limited, 
German I said “Guten tag Herr 
Oberst, Wo ist der Scheißplatz ein 
und zwanzig bitte”.     He returned 
the salute, a bit dourly I thought, and 
mumbled - “ moment bitte”  Which I 
took to mean, wait out, you dumb ox. 

The colonel then turned to his driver 
and gruffly demanded the radio 
microphone. At that moment, in the 
distance could be seen, heard and felt 
a whole regiment or maybe a brigade 
of German panzers coming down the 
road.  The colonel shouted orders 
into the radio in a manner 
reminiscent of the little man with the 
moustache at the shrill climax of one 
of his rabid speeches.  To my 
surprise the tanks halted behind the 
jeep and officers began to run 

forward and encircle the oberst.  This 
was obviously his unit and he had 
apparently called an ‘orders group’. 

When the two dozen or so officers 
were assembled, the tank engines 
were turned off and all was silent; 
the colonel turned to me and said in 
perfect English “Could you please 
repeat to my officers what you asked 
me”.  Flustered, I tentatively 
repeated what I had said earlier. “No, 
no. Louder. They can’t hear you,” he 
said. Playing the part I thought was 
required of me, I sprang to attention, 
saluted and said “Guten tag Herr 
Oberst, Wo ist der Scheißplatz ein 
und zwanzig bitte”   There was an 
moment of absolute silence, then the 
sullen colonel smiled broadly and 
began to laugh; when he laughed, his 
officers felt they could also laugh, 
and joined in.  To my embarrassment 
the oberst was overwhelmed, close to 
tears.  He eventually stopped and his 
officers followed suit.   

He apologised profusely, saying that 
he had not meant to put me on the 
spot. He explained that he had been a 
language instructor at one time and 
loved some of the humorous twists 
of translation. SHIES, he explained, 
is to shoot and SHEIS is to shit.  I 
had asked for directions to the 
SHITTING PLACE # 21.   

The Oberst politely returned my 
salute, patted the young Canadian 
officer on the back and with an 
amused smile on his face that he 
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could not quite wipe away led his 
tank regiment down the road.  As the 
panzers clanked by not only the 
officers, but the crewmen too, all 
smiled at me. Word had gotten 
around, about the Canadian looking 
for the shitting place. As I returned 
to my troop the sergeant wanted to 

know what the hell was going on 
“Oh nothing,” I said. “ I was just 
joking a bit with the allies”.  

signed 

ANONYMOUS 

Editor's note   “who do you think 
wrote this account (about 
himself)" If you think you know 
send your responses to: 
shirley.lamontagne@forces.gc.ca 

or call (506)454-4851and win a 
Prize!!

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
RETIREMENT - Major Debbie Craig, OMM, CD 
 
Maj Debbie Craig, OMM, CD, has retired after more than 42 years of service. Debbie joined the 8th Hussars in 
1967, in Sussex, NB as one of the first women to join an all mens unit. She subsequently went on to serve in 
both the 8th Hussars and 32 Svc Bn in Moncton. During her time, she served in many capacities, including 
stints in  the G3 branch at CFB Gagetown and has finished up at 37 CBG HQ in Moncton. Debbie was awarded 
the OMM in recognition of her devotion and efforts to enhance and advance the principals of the cadet 
movement in Canada. 
Her many accomplishments were highlighted by the sincere heckling she received at her roast held at the RCL 
Branch #6 in Moncton on the 18 Nov 09. Underlying all of these comments and jokes was the realization that 
she had dedicated her life to her job, her unit and her co-workers. Her attention to detail and efforts to reach 
perfection did not go unnoticed. These comments came from a number of her former commanding officers of 
whom 5 attended her roast. 
Congratulatory messages came from across the globe including the Prime Minister, Premier of the Province, 
Minister of National Defence and others from as far away as the Middle East. We wish her well in her 
retirement. 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

On May 19, 2006, Col Ian Haldane and his 
wife, Nell, hosted a luncheon at the Union Club 
in Saint John, N.B. for Ian’s WWII comrades 
and their wives, and some 8CH Association 
friends.  Regretfully several have since passed 
on. 

From left to right in the back row:  Hunter 
Dunn, Phil Moffatt, Frank Gaunce, Scovil 
Brown, Gordon Carson, Ron Ferris, John 
Moody, CO Scott Craft, Ian Haldane, Jack 
Trueman, Tim Ellis, Owen Lockyer. 

Front left to right in front row:  Ken Morrison, 
John Curran, Les Burgess, Borden McLellan, 
Kit Graham 
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LAST POST 

*The Association's list of fallen comrades is far from being complete. Information is posted as received. If anyone 
knows of a member of the Regimental family who has passed away or is sick, please contact a member of the 
executive. 

Tom Rogers 
January, 2009 – Sydney, Nova Scotia 
Mrs H.S. Upham  
February 10, 2009 - Saint John, New Brunswick  
Bert Mandics 
May 02,  2009 – Pembroke, Ontario 
Katrina Kendall (Daughter of WO Kendall) 
May 05, 2009 – Moncton, New Brunswick 
CWO (Ret) George Levesque 
May 09, 2009 – Victoria, British Columbia 
CWO (Ret) Bill Denomme 
May 11, 2009 - Pembroke, Ontario 
Mrs JA Rogers 
May 23, 2009 - Sussex, New Brunswick  
Mr A Timmins 
August 10, 2009 - Kirkland Lake, Ontario  

 

Lt (Ret) William Gamblin 
August 20, 2009 - Cody's, New Brunswick  
CWO (Ret) Malcolm Peacock 
August 20, 2009 - Hillsborough, New Brunswick  
Dr HB Fleming 
August 20, 2009 - Roanoke,VA  
Mr J.M. Moody 
September 16, 2009 - St Stephen, New Brunswick 
Austin Auchinleck 
October 22, 2009 – Torbay, Newfoundland 
Sgt (Ret) Mannie White 
November 11, 2009 – Pembroke, Ontario 
Capt (Ret) George Halfkenny – Riverview, NB 
November 18, 2009 
Charles John Carter 
November 21, 2009  - Scarborough, Ontario 
 
 

                                         Where are they now? 
My husband, L/Sgt Frank Holt L53707, originally from Moose Jaw, SK, served with the 8th NB Hussars during WW2, 

throughout the ETO.  Frank passed away just over two years ago.  He never talked about his service and had only joined the 
Legion in 2005.  It was not until the children at the elementary school invited him to one of their Nov 11 services that he, 
with persuasion, got out his medals (tarnished and quickly polished with toothpaste) and wore them to the service.  He never 
watched war movies, Armistice Day celebrations, parades etc.  Since that first school service he was able to attend without 
persuasion and proudly marched with the other veterans.  This probably sounds familiar to a lot of old vets.  When ever he 
was asked about his wartime service, six years, he always replied by holding up his hand and using each finger, I joined, I 
trained, I went over seas, I fought, I came home, and that was the extent of his discussion. 

I met him the day he came home from over seas in Feb 1946 and we had almost 60 years together.  We raised a family 
of seven children, five of whom we adopted.  He was a very quiet, gentle man and was well liked by all who knew him.  He 
returned to his job as a truck driver and did that for over 30 years.  When we retired, we travelled the continent in our travel 
trailer for 15 years and where ever we parked it, that was home.  In 2005, Saskatchewan’s 100th birthday he received a Sask 
medal from the Lt Gov of the province for his contribution to his family and community.  It was a proud moment for our 
family, and Frank’s first words when learning of the honour were ‘why me”? 

When Frank became too ill to stay at home (Cancer of the lung and bone) he was moved to the Salvation Army’s 
hospice in Regina.  They have ten rooms and each one is named for one of our provinces.  Only by chance he moved into 
the New Brunswick room, with its photos of covered bridges and emblems.  I thought that was very fitting indeed. 

We have a copy of the”8th Hussars Regimental History” and it has been well read by our family. 

In 2003 we made a private visit to Italy to visit our daughter in Rome and Certaldo area.  The cemeteries we visited had 
some familiar names for Frank. 

Yours truly 

Florence Holt 
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During an 1885 fall cavalry exercise in the Town of Rothesay, the Regiment was presented with a flag handmade by the 
ladies of the town. This flag measured almost 12 ft by 8 ft and symbolizes the links between the Regiment and the 
communities they trained in during the 1880's prior to the opening of Camp Sussex in 1893. It was common practise in 
those years to move the militia concentrations from community to community to foster interest and pride in the Regiments of 
the day. 
  
The flag has an interesting history, having been stolen sometime around 1936 which was noted in a history of the Regiment 
drafted by LCol AT Ganong in 1950, as a prelude to the Howe history. When it was recovered is not know. However in 1973 
it was presented to the Town of Sussex to be housed and displayed in the newly constructed 8th Hussars Arena. It has 
been on display there until this past summer, when concerns for it condition and the fact that the arena would be renovated 
and the area in which it was displayed would become an open mezzanine with direct exposure to full sunlight. Several tears 
were evident and a decision to try to save the flag was made by the museum committee, in concurrence with the 
Commanding Officer. 
  
An epic recovery program was initiated, but like all plans things often can go astray. The recovery plan was to start in the 
first part of September but changes to the construction schedule resulted in the Town calling to give 4 hours notice of the 
flags removal from the building via scissor jacks through a gaping hole in the front of the arena. This occurred in mid 
August. A hasty call to LCol Nielsen resulted in the armouries being opened up and the flag placed inside on the drill hall 
floor, via a front end loader loaded by the town works department. A solid wood and glass case with this large flag requires 
8 persons to just lift it from the floor so lots of resources were required simply to stand it against the wall. 
  
The next challenge was to remove the flag from its case and prepare it to be moved to the NB Museum in Saint John for 
temporary storage until a full restoration plan can be developed. This attempt was made during the 2nd weekend of 
September and again thanks to many members of the Regiment and two of the Hussar Cadet Corps, a successful 
conclusion was achieved. This weekend saw the hiring of a glass company to remove the sliding panes of glass each 
weighting approximately 100 lbs each. Next came the removal of the trim inside the case which had stuck to the flag and so 
a cleaning agent applied by Q-tips was next on the order. This took approximately 5 hours to accomplish and feeling quite 
satisfied with the work, we prepared to remove the flag from the case. Murphy’s Law interceded and it was discovered that 
the flag was stapled into the frame. 531 staples to be exact, and each had to be cut in half, and pulled out. Again members 
of the Regiment came to the rescue and another five hours of kneeling around the frame was done until all staples were 
removed. The next day cadets from the Moncton and Port Elgin Corps shared in the packaging of the flag as it was 
prepared for shipping and long term storage at the NB Museum. From here the Hussar Museum Committee must evaluate 
and develop a restoration program for this historically important artefact. 
  
In conclusion it should be noted that the support of the Regiment and many of its members made this recovery possible. 
Without them it is doubtful that the flag could have been saved.  Many thanks to the many members who contributed their 
time to this project. 
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                 “FUNDRAISERS” 
CONGRATULATIONS to Matt Robichaud who was 
the big winner of the 50/50 draw held at 
the AGM, and Charles Butt who won the 
early bird prize in Aug. We would also 
like to thank everyone who sold or bought 
tickets in support of the association’s 
fundraising efforts. 
Parking: The Volunteer parking for the Annual Flea 
Market and the Balloon Fiesta held in Sussex went 
extremely well due to fantastic weather and great 
volunteers.  Volunteers are always greatly 
appreciated for this event.  Contact the Secretary 
for info on how you can help volunteer. 
Silent Shed Auction: The Shed was purchased by 
Darrell Belding 
Pewter Leopard Tank Draw at the AGM Dinner: Gordon 
Bickerton won the tank. 

 

  
REGIMENTAL CURLING BONSPIEL 

  The Regimental Curling Bonspiel will be held on 
the 06 Feb 10 at the Sussex Golf and Curling 
Club.   

  It will kick off Friday evening at the Sussex 
Armouries with a meet and greet, at which time 
we will draw the ice times.  We will throw the first 
rock at 0800 hrs Saturday morning, curl all day 
and finish off with a BBQ supper at the 
Armouries.  The cost will be $80.00 per team, 
and must be registered by the 28th of Jan 
2010. 

Anyone wishing to enter a team can contact the 
Armouries at 432-1040 (lve msg), or Sgt Brenda 
Coleman @ 357-2837.  

The cut off for articles for the next issue of the 
Sabretache will be 15 April 2010.  This should give 
everyone plenty of time to write their articles.  Articles 
and pictures can be forwarded to: 

Brenda Coleman 
19 Pine Grove Dr 
Burton, NB 
E2V 4J2 
Or by e-mail:sabretache@rogers.com 
 

8 CH Association Web Page: www.8chassociation.com 

CHANGE OF ADDRESS 

In the past, several newsletters have been returned to 
the secretary due to wrong addresses or postal codes. 
Similarly e-mail is often not delivered due to changes in 
personal e-mail accounts.  Please be sure to advise the 
committee of any changes to your mailing address or 
email address, when changes occur. Your assistance in 
this regard would be truly appreciated. Thanks! 
e-mail:   shirley.lamontagne@forces.gc.ca 
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Donations  
We would like to thank the following members who made a 
donation to the association or museum. It is through their 
generosity that we are able to maintain an active association. 
Please note that this list does not include the many donors of 
artifacts to the museum which is too long to include in this 
Sabretache. 
Tom McLaughlan         Debbie Craig Kit Graham 
Mr JP Losier Ron Ewing Borden McLellan 
Col ER Nurse             Alberte Richard   Joseph Dubeck 
Clifford Kennedy          Dale Keith           Jack Myers 
Kit Graham in memory of Ron Ferris  
Linda & Keith Fury in memory of Malcolm Peacock. 
 

HUSSARS IN AFGHANISTAN 

Hussars that have currently returned from ROTO: 

Cpl Denis Cormier 
Cpl Jeremy LeBlanc 
Cpl Randy Smith 

Cpl Jeffery Walton 
Cpl Andrew Parsons 
Future deployments: 

Capt Wayne Fogarty will be deploying for a 2 
week TAV in Dec.  

Capt Shannon King is deploying to Sudan on Roto 
9, 09 Jan - 08 July 2010.  

Sgt Leo MacDonald, WO Gordon Deveaux and MCpl 
Joshua Perry are due to deploy on TF 1-10 
leaving 01 Apr 2010. 

THE CANADIAN MILITARY JOURNAL-
BRIGADIER-GENERAL (RET’D) S.V. 
RADLEY WALTERS 
 
The Leadership of S.V. Radley-
Walters: Enlistment to D-Day – 
Part One of Two 
By:  Craig Leslie Mantle and 
Lieutenant-Colonel Larry Zaporzan 

To read the article , go to the link  
www.journal.forces.gc.ca   
 


